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Ture PRESIDENT (Houn. H. Briggs)
took the Chair at 4:30 o'clock p.m.

Pravers,

COMMISSION FOR SWEARING-IN.

The Clerk read a commission received
by the President from His Excellency the
Governor, authorising him as President
to administer to members of the Council
who may bave to be sworn the prescribed
oath or affirmation. .

SITTING DAYS AND HQURS.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
ordered that unless otherwise ordered
ihe House do meet for the despatich of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 430 p.m., and sit until §-30
p-m, if necessary, and if requisite from
7'30 p.m. onwards.

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION.

On motions by the CorLowiar Secre-
TARY, sessional committees were appointed
as follow :— .

Sranpive Orprrs Commrrres :—The
President, Hon. M. L. Moss, and the
mover; with leave to sit doring any ad-
journment, and authority to confer on
matters of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar purposes
by the Legislative Assembly.

Houvse CommrrTee:—The President,
Hon. Z. Lanpe, Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom,
Hon. R. K. Sholl, and the mover; with
power to act during the recess and to
confer with any similar Committee of the
Legislative Assembly.

LipraRY CommiTTEE :—The President,
Hon. J. W. Hackett, and the mover ; with
leave to sit during any adjournment and
during the recess, and asuthority to act
jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Assembly.

PrivTing CoMMrrTEE:—The Presi-
dent, Hon. G. Randell, and the mover.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.
Resumed from the previous day.

Hox. C. E,. DEMPSTER (East): In
rising to support the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, I feel it is my duty to
say a few words in respect to the retire-
ment of Sir George Shenton from the
Presidency of this House. It is well to
remember his great hospitality and the
able way in which he conducted his busi-
ness as President and devoted his time to
the duties of the House. I consider that
8ir (George is entitled to the best thunks
of the whole of this State for the time
and interest he has devoted to the welfare
of the country, and I feel sure that is
recognised by the whole of the State.
When we consider the number of years
that he has spent in parliamentary duties
and the way in which those duties were
performed, everyune will agree with me
that we are jndebted, and the whole State
is very much indebtad, to Sir George for
the part he has taken. I would like to
congratulate our worthy President on
his accession to the throne of the presi-
dency of this Housee 1 am sure
bis manly bearing and the ability he
possesses prove to us that he will
perform his duties with credit to him-
gelf and with satisfaction to the whole
House. I also express my gratification
at the appointment of Mr. Kingamill
as Chairman of Committees. [Inter-
jections indicating that the appointment
had not yet been made.] I can only say
that he with his tact and ability will give
us satisfaction. I will now go on to the
Governor's Speech. That Speech con-
tains things which are not to my liking,
because it speaks of a tax on land, and
also an alteration of the franchise of this
House. Thoss arg the two prinecipal
planks of the Labour platform. How-
ever, I shall be pleased to express
my opinion in regard to what is em-
bodied in thiz Speech. We are assured
here that the mining, agricultural, and
pastoral industries are in a flourishing
and satisfactory condition. We all hope
this is the case, and we are willing to
admit, I think, that these are the prin-
cipal industries of the country. But with
regard to the pastoralists I do not hesitate
to say that this industry does not receive
as much consideration at the handaof the
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Government as it ought to in the shape
of assistance in the way of obtaining

water by artesian boring and works of*

that kind. I do not think there is a
single station where I have heard of water
being obtained for the benefit of the pas-
torahists. The pastoralist has to contri-
bute to the revenue and he has to pay for
an enormnoug area of territory in order to
keep sheep to make the industry pay, and
vet nothing has been done in order to
develop that industry. No one can say
that it is not one of the most important
industries in the whols of the State. We
are told that there is u slight reduction
in the gold production. I sincerely hope
* that this will not continue to be the case
and that through aiding prospectors and
doing all that the Government can
towards assisting them in the discovery
of new finds something will crop up to
take the place of that which may peter out.
We are assured that deep sinking con-
tinues satisfactory and prosperous, and
we earnestly hope it will be so. I am
sure that we all heartily congratolate
those who bave invested their money in
these ventures and wish them suceess. It
is very gratifying to know that the
dividends from tbe goldfields have been
so satisfactory duoring 1905, and we
sincerely hope that they will continue to
be better each year. We are also told
that considerable development had taken
place in the exploitation of the baser
metals, notably tin and copper, and it is
anticipated that the coming year will
show a cbpsiderable increase in produe-
tion. 1 hope this will take place. We
know that there have been large develop-
ments in the southern districts in regard
to these metals; and T hope they will
prove successful. With regard to the
increase of population and land settle-
ment I would like to say a little, par-
ticularly in regard to the description of
settlers we have on the land. We know
that a very large number of these settlers,
and the very best of them too, are
farmers who have come here from the
other States, and many of them have
held farms und homesteads there for
many years, but hauve been obliged to
give over farming in consequence of the
imposition of higher taxation and of the
many difficulties in the way of fast
failing markets. We are approaching
the same difficulties in this State. We
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are fast over-reaching vur local con-
sumption and must look forward to
exporting to obtain a market for our
produce. So those men who come to us
from the Eastern States will be faced
with the very same obligations and diffi-
culties they left behind them. T trust
that farmers will do as much as possible
to protect this very important industry.
We all know that none can exist without
bread and that the land must produce
all we require. I therefore consider that
every possible encouragement should be
given to those on the land, and that they
should not be discouraged inany way. We
are pleased to see that the Goverument are
prepared to assist in the development of
this valuable industry by the farther
extension of railways; and I hope that
with due care ruilways will be constructed
to all parts of the State where it may be
congidered we have sufficient good agri-
cultural land for cultivation. In the
matter of immigration I think the House
will fully indorse the opinion expressed
by Sir Edward Wittenoom yesterday,
when he told us how undesirable it was
to establish men bere as farmers without
colonial experience. I have myself wit-
nessed many instances of that, and I
certainly think that no one is fit to setile
on the land until he has had a few years
of colonial experience. I am pleased to-
see that the Government are prepared to
offer farther assistance to settlers through
the Agricultural Bank. There can be no
dispute that the Agricultural Bank and
the advances made by the Government.
bave materially benefited agriculture and
encouraged settlement on the land. . I
think we bave every reason to be satisfied
with the efforta of the Agricultural Bank
in this respect, and every reason to con-
gratulate ourselves on the way it has
succeeded. We are pleased to see that
provision is being made for the survey of
the North-West coast. 1 do not know
very much about the North-West coast,
but I am quite sure that too much
knowledgre cannot be ascertained of all of
our ceasts and that surveys are greatly
needed, because the more enlightened we
are the greater benefit it will be to the
State. With respect to loans, T am sure
that all of us would like to see the State
out of debt; but we alsa recognise that
it is impossible to carry on reproductive
works without farther borrowing. I hope
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that no public works will be undertaken
except those that will be most certainly
reproductive and that are absolutely
necessary for the advancement of the
country, Now I come to a point which
is important to me every time I think of
it, and that is the cost of Federation.
We are told in the Governor’s Speech
that at the recent conference of Premiers
‘of the various States a resolution was
adopted in connection with the return
of the Commonwealth surplus revenue on
a population basis which, if carried into
effect, would mean a loss to this State of,
approximately, £483,000 a year, and that
is in addition to what we have already
lost. This siwmply spells ruin to Western
Australia, and T am quite sure that every
member of this House will admit it is the
case, and that we should do oll we pos-
sibly can to get out of the difficulty we
have been run into by the Federal Gov-
ernment. Can anyone tell me in what
way we have benefited by Federation P
In any single instance can it be said that
the Federal Government have done any-
thing for the State that has promoted its
interests or benefited it in any direction ?
No. We are crushed and crippled in
every way. If we want a mail service
we are obliged to appeal to the Federal
Government, and they have exercised
their authority in an arbitrary manner.
I consider it the duty of every well-dis-
posed resident of this State to exert him-
sell tu the atmost to get clear of Federa-
tion. I fully endorse every word uttered
by Sir Edward Wittenoom yesterday,
and I think we ougbt none of us to be
afraid of expressing our opinions in the
same direction. I would be willing to
give anything I could, and to do every-
thing 1m my power, to get the Btate
released from Federation. It is like a
great octopus drawing the life’s blood
away from us, and it 15 not reproductive
for ue in any respect.

. How, J. A. Tromeon : On a point of
order, I wish to ask if the hon. mem-
ber is quite correct in speaking as he has
spoken in respect of Federation. .

Tae PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is in order in speaking to the Governor's
.Speech,

How.J. A. TromMsoN: And in advo.
cating separation ?

Tux PRESIDENT : The hon. member
is in perfect order in referring to Federa-
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tion us il appears in the Governor’s
Speech.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER : Thank you.
I am not afraid of the consequences of
anything I say in this regard, because it
comes from the bottom of my heart. I
feel that the future of this State will ba
crushed for ever unles we can be released
from Federation.

Hown. J. A. Tromson : Again I must
rise to ask if any member of this Cham-
ber is in order in advocating separation,
as the hon. member has been domng? It
is absolutely disloyal to the Federation.

Tee PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must ask his question, and not make a
speech.

Hox. J. A. Tromson: I ask if any
hon. member is in order in practically
advocating separation from the Common.
wealth of Australia.

Tee PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not take a hypothetical case; he
must speak to the matter in hand. The
hon. member must put a specific case, and
not a general question. 1 say that Mr.
Dempster is in perfect order in speaking
of Federation as it is in the Governor's
Speech.

How. J. A, THomson: Is the hon.
member in order when he practically
advocates separation, or a movement in
favour of separation from the Common-
wealth of Australia ?

Tre PRESIDENT: I have already
ruled that Mr. Dempster is in order.

How. C. E. DEMPETER: Whatever
Mr. Thomson says will not make any
difference to my reading of this wmatter.
We are told that it will be necessary to
carry into effect certain economies, and
our attention is called to the report of the
Public Service Commissioner. We all
know bow necessary it is to carry out
economy, and that when a business de-
partment does not pay, one of the first
things a practical business man would
do is to cut down expenses, and to
meet the expenditure as far as possible
he would reduce the staff or amount
of the salaries paid to the staff. How-
ever,] think there are few instances among
the officers of the public service where
salaries could be decreasad, because we
must all live and let live; and I think
officers should be sufficiently paid.
Though I like to see ecomomy practiged
wherever it is possible, T always advoeate
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justice and fair play to those getting their
living in the employment of the State. I
am sure we are sll agreed that the large
expenditure necessary in the public service
requires looking into; but now I hope
we have u-stable Government that will
have time to look carefully over all of
these departments and see that redue-
tions may be effected wherever it is
possible to do so. With a view of for-
warding the future interests of the State,
I hope the Government will endeavour to
encourage the pastoralists, because I am
sure a great deal ought to be done. I
myself would have preferred vastly to
have seen the pastoralists assisted in the
matter of fencing in their holdings to
protect them from the invasion of rabbits,
instead of putting the State to such an
enormous expenditure on the boundary
fences thal have been erected. Had the
holders of pastoral leases or of valu-
able agricultural land, which might be
threatened by the rabbits, been enabled
to fence jn their holdings by substantial
and properly constructed fences, the fences
8o constructed would have added con.
aiderably to the value of the properties,
and would not only have protected the
owners from rabbits, but also from the
trespass of stock. It would have been
a much wiser departure on the part of the
Government had the settlers been assisted
in this way instead of spending such a
large sum of momney in the construction
of two lines of fence. Now we approach
another subject which I shall never
favour—the taxation of land. 1 con-
sider it undesirable. It certainly cannot
be encouraging to those who wish to
settle on the land to know that in future
a tax will be put on the land—a tax
which, though it might not be of
very great motnent at first, can always
be increased until it becomes a con-
giderable burden to people. We all
know what iz the effect in other
countries, and it will occur here.  Those
who have no land themselves favour a
laud tax. So long as they can throw the
burden off their own shoulders they do
not think there is any injustice in the
taxation, for they know the money will
not come out of their own pockets. The
idea of tazing the land in order to
encourage the bursting up of 1large
eatates 18 ridicolous. How many large
estates are there in the whole of Western
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Australia?  If you reckon thew all up
you will not find more than two or three
large estates worth bursting up,  There
are estates of 20,000 or 30,000 acres of
land, but in the majority of instances the
land will not puy for closer settlement,
and people hold it becauss they are not
able to sell it. If the Government
impose a tax on land the owners will
have to throw the land up or dispose of
it for less than thut which they gave for
it. I feel very sore on this matter,
because it is to the interests of the
country io protect those settled om the
soil and to encourage the settlement on
the soil of people who will make the land
groduce all that it is possible to pro-

uce. There is no land in any part of
the State which cannot be made pro-
ductive by the use of fertilisers. Every
year I have been convinced that there is
very little land that cannot be made
productive of something, if the people
only use the fertilisers which are most
adaptable for that soil. It is hard trsay
what kind of soil cannot bs made use of
if science is brought to bear on it and the
soil is thoroughly counsidered in all its
agpects. I therefore look forward to
large things being done in this country.
There are a number of people who wish
to settle in this country and who will
make good settlers, and I wish them all
the success that is possible. 'We should
do all we can to welcome people to the
country, those who have a desire to settle
down in the State and become permanent
sources of revenue and of benefit to the
country. It has often struck me that it
is not the man who holdsa bit of land in
the country who should be taxed; it is
the man who has not sufficient interest in
the couniry to buy land who ought to be
taxed. The man who will not acquire a
single acre is the man who wants the next
person to be taxed. If such people had a
few bundred acres of land they would not
be so desirous of advocating a land tax.
I sincerely hope the result of this session
of the Council will be satisfactory to the
country.

Hor. E. McLARTY (South-West) : 1
do not intepd to iake up much time in
offering congratulationa to you, Mr,
President, for the high position you fill;
I simply content myself by assuring you
that I endorse all that has been said by
previous speakers. I also desire to con-
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gratulate the new Government, especially
Mr. Piesse, who I am sure will be a
great acquisition to the Government in
the many matters appertaining to land
and the questions of agriculture which
will be dealt with during the present
session. I am not going into eestacies
about the new Government, as many
have done; I prefer to wait and
judge by results, and I hope at
some future date I shall be able to con.
gratulate the State on the wise admini-
stration which I think is the main thing
we have to look forward to. But I feel
somewhat disappointed at the turn of
events recently. I had a good deal of
confidenee in the Rason Government and
I regretted very much that Mr. Rason
saw fit to resign the position of Premier.
T feel that with such support as he had
in Parliament and throughout the State
he would bave done better to stick to his
colours, and have shown to the country
that he was capable of carrying on the
uffuirs of the State without resorting to
additional taxation, as he stated in his
election speechea that he believed he could
do. Whether the fault rests with Mr."
Rason or his party I do not know; but I
am sorry that he should have forsaken his
aupporters in the time of need, rendering
necogsary a change of Government.
With regard to the Premier, he bas an
‘intimate lkmowledge of the State, and
should be well in touch with its require-
ments; and I shall be somewhat disap-
pointed if he does not give a good account
of his stewardship at the end. Dealing
with the Speech I certainly think it is
about the most vague and indefinite
Speech we have had before the House
. for o long time, There is nothing specific
in it to comment on ; it deals with gener-
alities. With regurd to the suggested
loan, I think it will commend itself to
members of the House. I feel that
public works are necessary, and I Imow
it is impossible to carry them out without
resort to a farther loan. We are also
told that one of the most important Bills
to be brought before us is one dealing
with tazation. However much we may
dishke it, we know we have to face
it. My anxiety iz to know how the
people are going to pay the taxes if they
are to increase at the rate they have been
doing. This land tax is no pew thing;
we have already passed a Bill giving
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the local bodies power to impose a tax on
land, and they are doing it pretty freely.
One roads bonrd is levying a tax at the
rate of 2d. in the £. Tt is an extortionate
and unbearable rate. That board is not
satisfied with increasing the rate to 2d.,
but some have urged that it should
double the vuluations all round. That is
the result of giving power to these local
bodies. When the Bill for giving this
power was before Parliament I expressed
the opiniop that & maximum of 2.d. was
too high, and it was argued that we
could trust the local bodies, we could
trust to their common sense. The vesult
is as I anticipated. ‘This particular
board consiats of men of very swall
holdings, who are engaged in working
orchards. There are also some railway
men on the board, men who work on the
permanent way for their day’s wages and-
have taken up a quarter of an acre or a
half-acre block adjoining the township,
They put themselves up as members of
the board, and are elected. Their whole
idea, as soon as they get on the board, is
to make the big fellows sit under; they
put & rate on the land 80 a8 to make the
big fellows gell it. That is not the way
people who have invested their money
in land aod spent most of their lives in
developing the land should be treated.
The land will not bear such taxation.
If we have to pay—and there is no doabt
we shall have to pay if the law is not
altered—the mazimum amount of 2id.
in the £ ond s State tax of 14. in
the £, it will be very hard indeed
for people to live in thise country,
Again, it will lessen the power of
settlers to develop their estates. My
experience, and I claim to have some,
is that there are exceptional cases, but
where men hold land ther are doing the
best that they can with it. Most people
spend more than they can afford on their
land ; and many people spend more than
they get out of it. I myself put more
money into my land every year than I
get out of it.  Of course I look to future
returns. That applies to a good many
other people. I contend that it is not a
wise policy to tax people to such an
extent. Again, is there necessity for
such a heavy rate? The district I refer
to has a very small population and has
good roads and plenty of material to
make them ; yet to get at the people who
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hold the land the board propose this

extortionate rate. My objection to this |

land tax—I know that it has to come for
we have to make up the deficiency in the
revenue-—is that it presses on one section
of the community. Tt is not 2 general
tax. Becaunsea man invests his money
on land instead of in bank shares he has
to bear the burden of the taxation. After
all, what is to be the result? Assuming
that }d. in the £ is to be the tax, that
i8 too small, We have a considerable
deficiency this year, and we shall have a
larger one next year. This land tax will
not meet the deficiency, and I am anxious
to know what is going to happen. There
is & paragraph in the Speech that deals
with the large expenditure. That is a
very pertinent one, and it behoves the
Government, to see if the cost of adminis-
tration cannot be considerably cut down.
My impression is that there are far too
many people in the employ of the Gov-
ernment, too many (tovernment officials ;
and certainly too many men are employed
in the Railway Department. The Rail-
way Department seems to be paying very
well; but it cauvses dissatisfaction to
some people in the State. From my
experience—and I have a good deal
to do with the railways—I contend
that the Government have put the
right man in the right place, and
that the present Commissioner has done
much to improve the railway work-
ing. Iam sure that we now hear very
few complaints compared with the
number heard before his appointment.
At the zsame time I hope, now that he has
the railways in good working order, that
his health will permit him to look into
-the expenditure, and that he will be
able to reduce it considerably ; because
wherever I go I see men alinost tumbling
over one another—certainly three men to
do what might well be done by two ; and
I know that there are in the Railway
Department numbers of men who are not
earning their salt, men who are getting
good pay which they are doing vertv
hittle indeed to earn. To get the rail-
ways into a satisfactory condition was not
a matter of a day or two or a week or
two; but now that they are in a satis-
fuctory condition, I hope that the Com-
missioner will look into this matter, and
make a very considerable reduction in
the expenditure. T know that this can
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' be done. T have heard numbers express
the hope that the Commissioner will not
i be reuppointed. I hope that he will, for
! T am sure that his continuance in the
position will be in the best interests of
the State. The point I like about the
Commissioner i8 that he hbhas some
decision of character. If we bring any
complaint under his notice, we do mnot
receive, as we receive from other depart-
ments, a stereotyped reply that our letter
i8 to hand, and that a farther communica-
tion will be sent us, which farther com-
munieation we perhaps do not get for six
months. On the contrary, we may be
sure that within a week at wmost, and
probably within two or three days, we
shall get a definite reply, dealing
promptly, and in my experience justly,
with the question. In the Speech there
i8 not miuch to comment on, because, as I
have said, it does not refer to any specific
works. As to the construction of rail-
ways, the present Ministry have certainly
endorsed the policy of their predecessors
during the last session of Parliament.
, There are yet other railway proposals

which I hope will be brought before the
House during the present session. We
have already heard suggestions. The

mover and the seconder of the Address-
in-Reply had a few railways to build in
their districts. I shall not go so far as
that; but I should like a few thousands
spent in my part-of the country. We
have aleo had suggestions for the con-
struction of additional railways adjoining
the Great Southern line; but 1 think
that with one branch line from Narrogin
to Collie, another in contemplation from
Wagin to Dumbleyung, and another from
Katanning to Kojonup, that part of the
State may get a little rest while attention
is given to other parts. The Timber
Commission, in its report, suggests a
spur line from the South-Western Rail-
way into the Timber Reserve. Well,
that is a work T am sureshould commend
itself to the Government. There are
hundreds of men out of employment, and
we have large numbers of people engaged
in the timber industry who will bave to
abandon that pursuit unless they get
fresh forests to work. That fact is con-
i stantly brought under the notice of the
 Government. The small mili-owners
. are worked out, and are looking out for
fresh areas. The timber industry is most
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important to the State—a great deal more
important than many members vealise. I
can quite endorse the remarks of a mem.
ber who spoke yesterday in reference to
this industry. I have often wondered
what would be¢ome of the people if the
timber mills were ¢losed. In the employ-
ment of the timber merchants are
hundreds of men with wives and faiilies;
and to throw them out of work would be
disastrous to the State. I hope that the
recommendation of the Timber Commia-
sion will receive very careful consideration
from the Government, and that some
assistance will be given fo enable that
industry to continue. I should be sorry
indeed if it were necessary to cut down
the men’s wages. Considering the cost
of living in this State, I think that men
who have wives and families fo support
at the mills are living from haund to
mouth, and that if the wages be reduced
by even 6d. or 1s. per day, they will find
it difficult to live and pay their way. 1
believe there is ample room for cutting
down freights on timber, and any other
charges. Such action would make a
difference of a few thousands a year to
the timber companies, and I do not think
it would be felt very keenly by the Rail-
way Department. I behieve the loss
might very fairly be made up Ly cutting
down the expenditure now incurred, and
doing so without in any way impairing
the efficiency of the railways. We know
thai the time 18 at hand whes soimcthing
will have to be done—the men’s wages
reduced, the wills shut up, or some relief
given by the Government; and I think
it a matter for serious consideration
whether it would not be wise ob the part
of the Government to come to the relief
of these companies, and put them in a
position to compete with their rivals in the
other States. I am not an advocate of
giving away our magnificent timber forests
or building railways to carry timber
almost free of cost for English comnpanies.
1 do not think that should be done.
The State should receive some benefit
from its magnificent timber asset. At
the same time, it is imperative to afford
some relief, else the timber merchants of
this State will be altogether shut out of
the market. The very clear statement
lately furmished by Mr. A. J. Wilson
gpeaks for itself; and I give that gentle-
man the greatest credit for the straight-
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forward manner in which he has acted,
both to employer and employees. Re-
specting the construction of spur rail-
ways, 1 have grave doubts as -to the
wisdom of the Goverament in under-
{aking these works. To departmental
work I am strongly opposed. I have
never seen it a suecess in any work that
has come under my notice ; and although
the estimated cost may seem to be slightly
below the estimates of private contractors,
I should bave preferred to see the Gov-
ernment accepting some private tenders,
keeping thembelves free altogether from
responsibility. I do not think it a right
Folicy for the Government to employ day
abour on such works; and if the plan
succeeds, the result will certainly make a
serious alteration in my view of the
question, because I have pever seen any
instance in which a Government has
carried out a work as cheaply and as
effectively as it could have been done by
a private person. If the work were let
by contract, the country would immedi-
ately know the cost. As itis, we are
told that railways will be built for £1,000
or £1,100 a mile; but I shall be much
surprised if, with details and other
extras, there is not £300 or £400 added
to that estimate. T shall be much sur-
prised if the Ctovernmwent can carry out
those works at a cheaper rate than men
who have had experience and are accus-
tomed to railway comstruction, I am
pleased to note in the Speech that the Gov-
ernment intend to undertake artesian bor-
ing in the North. This I have advocated
foragood many years. The Government
ave, I suppose, receiving in rents from
the North hundreds of thousands of
pounds; but a large area of country is
altogether unstocked, and it is not pos-
sible to stock it, though it is splendid
graes country. Thousands of acres might
be carrying large numbers of sbeep and
cattle; yet the land is perfectly useless.
I do not think that the expense of pro-
curing water should fall alfogether on
the State. I believe that the squatters
Pf the North who have large pastoral
runs would be guite willing to contribute
towards the cost, or evem to pay an
additional rent for the waterless country,
provided that water were found. That
would make an immense difference to the
mweat aupply of this State, as well as to
the output of wool; and we have the
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opinion of a scientific man who has lately
travelled through the North thut an
abundant supply can be obtained. The
Government have recently sent to Kim-
berley a boring plant which bhas bad
some difficulty in getting to its destina-
tion; but I hope that difficulty will be
overcome, with satisfactory results. Little
mention is made in the Speech of the
pastoral industry, which is ome of great
importance to the State. We are told
that it is progressing; but I am sorry
that I cannot endorse the remarks that
the stations have had relief from the
recent rains. These rains have been
very partial, and have fallen only in the
coastal districts. A few stationg have
been favoured; but many stations are
now in a very bad condition for want of
rain. The tick regulations have been
causing considerable anxiety to gentle-
roen interested in East Kimberley ; and
I for one feel some sympathy with these
gentlemen. For my own part, I have
always protested against taking any
risk by distributing ticked cattle in the
districts where cattle are being bred
in the South-West, or in the northern
districts that are free from tick.
The greatest care should be taken;
but the sending of ticked stock from
Robb's Jetty to the goldfields I do not
regard as being at all risky. Ou the
goldfields are splendid markets, and I
think the regulation prescribing =zine-
lined trucks is absolutely unnecessary.

Tue ConoNiaL SecrErarY: What
about passing through the eastern
districts ?

Hox. E. McLARTY : I think that we
may well take the risk arising from the
ticks which would drop off an ordipary
truck, properly constructed. I bave not
seen the zinc-lined trucks, but from men
engaged in the business I hear that they
are nob giving any additional comfort to
stock which in ordinary trucks would
suffer quite emough. The zinc-lined
trucks considerably increase the heat;
and I donot think they are at all neces-
sary. I regret that the owners of tickeds
stock should be put to inconvenience as
they have been during the last few weeks,
and that the public should suffer in con-
sequence.  However, I suppose this has

[COUNCII..]

been done with a view to protecting the
herds in this part of the State, and with |
a good intention ; but I say definitely that |

Phird duy.

Ido not think there is the slightest neces-
sity for altering the trucks at all, or for
taking those precautions with ecattle
sent to the Eastern Goldfields. The
establishment of freezing works in the
North is also of great interest to this
part of the State. This worning T was -
discussing the question with a partner of
mine, and I expressed the opinion, us I
have often told him on other ¢ccasiouns,
that sheep-raising in the Kimberley
district would never successfully supply
this market with mutton until we had
freezing works. We are breeding large
numbers of sheep there; but we find it
almost impossible to travel them from
the station to the port, ship them to Fre-
mantle, and land them in these markets
in u fit condition for slanghter. If freez-
ing works were established, I believe that
much would be done to reduce the high
price of mutton., Sheep—wool and flesh
—are now worth 7d. per lb. in the whole-
salemarket. That is an enormous price.
I have been trying for weeks past to get
2 great mauy thousand sheep into the
country, but they are not procurable;
and even if they can be brought in, they
arrive in such poor condition that they
are fit only to be distributed as store
stock. [ hope something will be done in
the interests of the general public as meat
consumers, and in the interests of those
who hold stock in the North. Onpe
matter for satisfaction is the openiug wp
of the Midland Railwaylands. Wehave
heard a frequent wail about the want of
land, about some persons holding more
land than they can use, and about other
persons not heing able to get any. From
my observation in travelling along the
Midlend Railway, I am sure there is an
enormous expanse of what I call first.
class wheat.growing land, some of the
best I have seen in the State; and I am
extrewely pleased to see that the Jand
now being offered for sale is bought up
so readily, so that we may reasonably
expect there will be a great rush of
settlement in the Midland district as
there has been in the Great Southern
Railway district. I am not a great
enthustast about immigration as pro-
posed by Governments from time to time,
It seems to me to involve more expense
than the State gets out of it.  OF course
that may be a good way to advertise the
State amongst people abroad; but I
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think we cannot do better than by having
liberal land laws in this State, by opening
up agricultural lands by means of rail-
ways, and by providing all facilities for
getting produce to market. TLand settle-
ment is now progressing at a most
satisfactory pace in this State. Every-
where you go, you see settlement taking
place, and I do not think therefore it is
necessary for the State to go to a great
expense for introducing immigrants, at
all eveuts from the old country. I
have very little faith in bringing immi-
grants from the old country Lo carry
on farming in this State, for I am
gatisfied that if brought here they
certainly will need fo be assisted by
the Government in having land pre-
pared for them, so that they may go on
and begin producing without loss of time,
It is a mistake to put those immigrants
into the wild bush and say, * There is the
land,’ and expect them to tackle the
work, fell immense trees, and prepare the
land by grubbing for cultivation. On
the other band, by clearing certain areas
before selection, I think that is an admi-
rable way of assisting immigrants, and
the only way that will succeed. Of course
there are settlers who have come and are
coming from the Eastern States who
have the kind of experience which enables
them to dv here what they have had to
do in places they come from, men who
can cut their way in the forest. As fo
epending large uums of money to bring
people here, and then leave them to go
out and select land, that is o fallacy. I
support the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply.

Hov. W, PATRICK (Central): In
common with other members who have
spoken, I join in regretting the absence
of our late President, and in congratu.
lating you, sir, on your appointment. I
am sure that the collective wisdom of the
members of this House will be justified
by the selection. I also congratulate the
new Colonial Secretary. I must say that
I miss the genial countenance of Lthe late
Colonial Secretary; but of course in a
country where Governments change often,
we must welcome the *“coming guest.”
I therefore congratulate Mr. Connolly
and my friend Mr. Piesse, and I trnst
that the Government will justify their
existence by doing something in the near
future for the advancement of the State
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of Western Australia. I confess that in
the two years I have been. a member of
this House, T have been somewhat be.
wildered by the multitudinous changes
that have taken place in so short a
riod. A few weeks ago T had the
onour to accompany the Ministor for
Mines on a trip to the Murchison
&oldfields. While on that trip I pro-
mised a number of my friends, both
publicly and privately, that in a week or
two I would speak to them on the policy
of the Rason Government ; but while I
was making those promises, that Govern-
ment was in process of dissolotion. We
had got as far as Merkatharra when we
received word to turn back, and when I
think one or two dramatic scemes took
place before the final evolution was aecom-
plished. I understand that at a place
with a French name, not far from Perth,
four powerful gentlemen held up a train
and stopped one of the passengers; and
I understand also that fur into the
watches of the night one gentleman
stood looking with wistful eves towards.
the east and north-east for the * coming
of the colleen who never came.” I farther
understand that in the swmall hours of
the morning there was what I eall a
pyjama conference, which finally ended
in the evolution of the Moore Govern-
ment. These sudden changes are no
doubt bewildering ; buf, after all, it may
turn out that the Moore Government is
practically the Rason Glovernment recon-
structed, aithough as a matier of fuct
there is only one member of the present
Government who occupies the same posi-
tion as he did in the former. I refer to
my friend Mr. Gregory, and T am certain
it would bave been a calamity to this
community if, at the present juncture, he
had been removed from his posttion as
Minister for Mines. In looking through
the Governor’s Speech, which voices the
language of the Moore Government—
the language placed before this Parlia-
ment at the present time—1 am reminded
of the formation of some of the great
world systems described in works on
astronomy, how those syatems begin with
a vast undefined vapour. There is one
matter only in the Speech which to my
mind is perfectly defined in the midst of
the surrounding vapour, and that is a tax
on unimproved land values. 'We are not
told the exact nature of the tax, how wuch
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it is to be, or on whom it is to fall. Even
that is left undefined. 1 take it that
this Speech really represents a boiled-*
down edition of the Premier’s speech
al Buobury, say with the bones left
out. We can compare & great deal
.in reading the two speeches, although
of course there is very little Qefiuite
in the Governor's Speech. There 15
“the usual congratulatory language in
reference to the prosperity of the mining,
agricultural, pastoral, and other indus-
tries of the State. I have said on two pre-
vious occasions, aitd I now repeat, that the
progress of the mining industry is not at
all satisfactory. When I say the mining
industry, I allude of course to the gold-
wining industry; for although mining
for the buser metals has made consider-
able progress during recent months, still
when we talk about the mining industry
in this State we mean the gold-mining
industry only. I repeat that the mining
industry is in an unsatisfactory condition.
In a State where we have an auriferous
area equal to the great State of New
South Wales, it is very unsatisfactory to
find that the industry 13 not only stand-
ing still, but going back. It is all very
well to say the dividends last year were
better than the year before. So far, that
is very satisfactory, especially to those
who own the mines; but it shows this, if
it shows anything at all, that while the
production of gold is declining, the man-
agement of the mines and the appliances
used are becoming more perfect from day
to day, and no doubt the mines are better
and the miners are of a higher and more
expert type. That is how the gold-
wining industry looks to me. T consider
that tt ought to be growing instead of
standing still or going back. I am sure
something is wrong somewbere. Iam not
an expert I gold-mining, altbough I
koow a little about it. There must be
something in the mining laws, or in the
their adwinistration, that keeps the in-
dustry from making greater advances, or
ruther is keeping it from advancing at
all at the present moment. However,
I am sure, from conversations I have
had with Mr. Gregory, that he intends
to make a great effort to improve the
existing state of affairs; and I have so
much faith in him that I helieve when the
nest Parliament is opened in 1807—that
is, if one is not opened sooner than that
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-—the statistics of gold-mining will be
much more satisfactory than at the pre-
sent time. I need scarcely say thatevery
encouragement. should be given to this
great industry, which really has been the
foundation of the present great progress
made by this State. There is no doubt
that land settlement has made great
progress, and I think anyone who has
travelled about the State—and I have
taken the opportunity during the recent re-
cess,and also during the recess last year, to
malke mygelf acquainted to a certain extent
with different portions of the State—
will agree that the progress made by the
gettlers in this State, notwithstanding
what has been said by mauny people on
the subject, is of a most satistactory
character. It is a very few years since
settlement really began in Western
Australia; and n these few yeurs the
production of wheat has increased at
such a rate that I believe, if not, this
veur next vear at the latest, the farmers
of this State will be able to supply bread
without importing any wheat from any
other State. But I contend there are
many obstructions in connection with
land settlement, and many of these
obstructions are the result of what I will
call Government red tape. I will give
this House one instance which came
under my observation. I may say that
Iam a small farmer myself and a few
months ago I was paying rent at the
Lands Office at Geraldton. This was
rent on & lease that had heen taken for
some years. What I reccived was not a
receipt at all, but an acknowledgment
of the money and a statement to the
effect that a valid receipt would be sent
from the head office in Perth. But

~more than that, a clerk in the office took

three sheets about the size of foolscap,
put u carbon sheet on top of each of
them, and filled in particnlars of that
lease from the Government Gazeffe, and
then asked we to sign at the bottom that
it was all correct. 1 had to sign. Theo
I said, ‘I suppose you are going to give
me one of those copies,” and he replied
“QOh, no; T am going to send two to
Perth and keep one until by and by.
You will get one that goes to Perth.”
In about siz weeks I got a copy of this
document which T had myself signed.
There wusnothing on this document which
gave me a receipt. The only Lhing was
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an initial in pencil by the Treasurer
indicating he had received the money.
If all the Government departments are
managed in that way I am mnot
a bit astonished that there is a
vast number of clerks employed by the
Government. No business man could

for six months avoid the bankruptey -

court if he carried on his businessin that
way. Yesterday Mr. Sommers said he
considered the price of land should be
advanced to £1 per acre, and that the
conditions should be more stringent. I
have an idea—I may be mistaken—that
the present Government intend to make
the conditions more stringent; but if
they do so they will make a mistake.

Tee Hovorary MinisTER: The con-
ditions of improvement.

Hox. W..PATRICK : 1 will just say '
that I sometimes read an interesting °
publication called the Government Gazette, -

and in a supplement to the Governmend
Gazeite, dated 1lst June, there is a notice

of sale of leases forfeited, and amongst

others is a list of condilional purchase
leases forfeited. I was astounded. I
went to the trouble to add up the figares.
These leases are ubsolutely forfeited, and

are to he offered for sale by public

auction.

TaE HonosarYy MInisTER: Nut abso-
lutely forfeited.

Hon. W. PATRICK: It states so.
They are forfeited absolutely enough
when they are liable to be soid and ithe
whole thing is in the discretion of the
Minister. Atany rate, theseleases, so far
#s this document is concerned, are abso-
lutely forfeited. They number 1,710 leases
—conditional purchase leases-—and the

area is 340,000 acres. I do not think there !
is much occasion to lhunt about leoking -

for hig estates to buy back when we have

340,000 acres of land recently taken

possession of by the Fovernment.

Tae Hovoeary Mivister: They will
not be forfeited.

Hoxn. W. PATRICK : Then this is a
very false thing altogether, It is a very
misleading document, if people are asked
to attend a sale and iv is announced
that certain leases are forfeited. What
is the meaning of it ? It either means
sumething or it means nothing. Al I
can say is that if a notice of this kind is
te be published there should be a state-
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| ment at the top, *‘ We do not mean what

| we say.”

!  Tae HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
C. A. Piesse): I would like to cxplain to
the houn. member and also the House,

| that in 99 cases out of 100 the lands

' liable to forfeiture are redeemed before
the day of sale.

Hon. R. F. SroLn: Why do they not
state in the Government (Fazelle that if
the money is not paid before a certain
date the land will be forfeited ?

How. W, PATRICK : The notification
of cases where payment had to be made

. before a certairn dute was in a former
issue. This was supposed to be a final

. statement, and people are presumably

' induced to come to Perth to buy land,

! and a list is published. Tn future, if the

Government mean something else, they

ought to say so ina publicdocument. If

it is the case that the leases are not for-
feited, I consider I have done a duty to
the publicin bringing the matter forward.

The Gazette says:—

The undermentioned leases and licenses
(forfeited through non-payment of rent for
, the first half of 1906) will be offered for sale
by public auction at this office on Tuesday,
3rd July, at 11 o’clock a.m. 2, The npset price
. of each lease or licence shall be £1, and the
. lot will be knocked down &¢ the highest

bidder; the amount bid to be taken as a
' premium, in addition to a half-yeat’s rent and
survey fee, 3. Premium, rent, and survey fee
must be paid immediately after the sale; in
defaunlt the sale will be void. 4. All improve-
ments existing on any lots are the property of
the Crown.

If this does not mean what it says, it

ought not to be in the Government

Gazefte. 1 was just going to say that this

. list at any rate proves to my mind per-

| fectly that the present econditions of

settlement are not too liberal. These

. 1,700 and odd leases, I may say, are con-

ditional purchase leases alone. There is

any amount of other leases. I am cnly
dealing with the conditional purchase
leases, or leases taken up by farmers.

The conditions of settlement cannot be

too liberal in this State, and it would be

& crime to make them more stringent, if

we can have such a position as that in

which three hundred thousand and odd
acres of land are forfeited by the Govern-
ment, and only by the goodwill of the

Government can the bolders claim and

get back their land. In connection with

the holding of land T may say in talking
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in the way T am, I am speaking in the
interests of the Government ; J am speak-
ing as a candid friend. Tt is just possible,
as Sir Edward Wittenoom said yesterday,
that some of them do not know as much as
they ought to in connection with land
settlement, although we are aware that
Mr. Piesse probably knows more about it
than any other man in the State. In

[COUNCIL.]

connection with road grants, I believe °

that in a great many instances—I knmow
of one or two cases—the Government
have vefused to issuc road grants because
the local board would wvot, at the behest
of the Government, strike a special rate.
They were told they could go as high as
21d. or 2. Some of them did not feel

inclined to pay as much as 2d., and the

Government told them that if they did
not pay a certain rate they could not get
a grant. I think this a very wrong thing

indeed. These people are entitled to the .

grant. They are taxpayers as well as
anyone else in the State, and I do not
think it s any concern of the Govern-
ment whether they pay a 1d, 14, or 2d.
rate. It is the business of the Govern-
ment to give the grant to which they are
entitled as taxpayers of the State. The
Government have a power under the Act,

been given to the Cabinet, enabling them
to order any roads board to make a
certain tate or otherwise be penalised.
(Goodness knows we have lots of taxes.
I knew nothing about this business until
a couple of years ago, but T have been

wet a great wany farmers.
several local taxes.
tax. A man with a four-wheeled waggon
has to pay £2 a year to the roads board.
That is a pretty stiff land lax.

Hox, W.MaLEY: A very old-fashioned
one, too.

Hox. W. PATRICK : Yes.
Governor's Speech says—

A steady and increasing stream of immigra.
tion is flowing into the State, and becoming
:ibeorbed mainly in our agricuitural popula-

on.

I am glad indeed to hear this, und I hope
the stream will continue. I for one
have no fear of people coming into
this State, not by twos and threes
as hitherto, but even by tens of thou-
sands.’ There is going to be room for
them. In a great country like this, of
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such a vast area, it seems perfectly
ridiculous to anyone who has been out-
side of Western Australia~—who has even
been in the East—for people to say that
260,000 persons can fill one million square
miles of country. The thing is perfectly
preposterous.  Although it is over a
quarter of a century since I came here I
regularly get home papers, and here i8 a
thing which I read in the Edinburgh
Scotsman of the 20th of April :—

There was another large contingent of
British emigrants gailing from Liverpool
yesterday for Canada. The Allan line steamer
Parisian and the Dominion liner Dominion
both carried large complements, aggregating
nearly 2,500 souls. Among them was a party
of 160 persons assisted by the London Self-
Help Emigration Society. Both vessels open
the St. Lawrence season, their ports of destina-
tion now being Quebec and Montreal.
Another paragraph says:—

The report of the provincial Minister of
Lande and Minesshows that 34,958 immigrants
settled in Ontario during 1905, Of this
number 23,316 were English, 4,496 Scottish,

' 1,180 Irish.

. There were also a few foreigners,

You
see they were pearly all Britons going
to Canada, making that a great country.
We need have no fear of being flooded

- with immigrants; because we have not
I believe, and no such power should have e

the inducements to offer that Canada
bas, though we have an infinitely better
climate and infinitely better conditions of
outdoor life. I have been in Cunada. [

' know Canada, and I have lots of friends

The

there. The whole trend of iinmigration

- f E h i t
looking at the way they do it, and T have rom Europe hus changed during the las

They have °
There iz the wheel

10 or 15 yesrs. I remewnber when the
Germans went to America about 100,000
strong. Now what is the condition of
things ¥ Germany is increasing at the
rate of one million a year by the birth
rate, and emigration has practically
ceased. Instead of a great many
thousands a year, now it is only about
twenty'or thirty thousand. 1 was per-
fectly astonished in reading in the same
copy of the Scofsmoan this report in con-
nection with German agriculture :—

Mr. Consul Genernl Schwabach, in bis report
on the trade of Germany for the year 1905
writes thus of the agricultural labour pro-
blem :—The scarcity of farm hands, which for
a number of years past has bean a source of
anxiety to German landowaers and farmers,
was in 1905 smaller than anticipated early in
the year, when the growing demand for
indestrial labour threatened to increase
farther the migration of agricultural
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lahourers from country to town.
wares, more regular employment, greater
independence, often better housing and treat-
* ment, and the greater facilities for amusement
act in favour of this movement, which in
times of industrial prosperiiy assumes propor-
tions which cause great difficulty to land-
owners, who are becoming more and more

dependent on hands imported from abroad for railways proposed for the South, and that

havvest work. This foreign contingent now
numbers about 300,000 (250,000 Russiana and
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Higher -

Poles and 50,000 Galicians, Ruthenes, and |

Bohemians).

This shows a fear of av influx of undesir-
able immigrants is perfectly preposterous;
and we must remember in this population
question, which after all to my mind is
the greatest question se far as Australia
is concerned at the present moment, that
the same feeling which makes people
resent persons holding large estates in
this country makes the world resent a
handful of people like us holding this
vast continent. I should like to say a
word or two about the railways. Through
the flowery wording of the Governor's
Speech we can gather what the Govern-
ment intend to do. They propose to
build a number of light railways. Of
course we know the schemes that were
passed last year, and I think that if it is
poasible to build railways at £1,000 or
£1,100 a mile we cannot have too many
of them. I know a little about road
construction, and we cannot build first-
class macadamised roads for much less
than £1,000 per mile, that is if it is
o be a peiwmandecnt read. [MeEmeeEr:
What width?]  About 30 feet. You
can make fourteen feet roads of course,
but if we get these railways built at the
price mentioned they would be far
cheaper than roads, and we cannot
construct too many of them so long as
they are built where they are required.
That is the whole trouble. I know that
in the Bunlury speech the Premier
mentioned the railways already decided
on, and mentioned incidentally a rail-
way to the Black Range. T am inclined
to sympathise to a certain extent with
8ir Edward Witienoom, not in any
actions of the Government that anyone
would resent in the North and middle
North of this State.  Certainly there is
no one representing the Central Province

who would do so; but I am certain the '

Government have sufficient justice to
attend to our portion of the State as well
as to other portions. At any rate I
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expect, considering the necessity for the
rallway, to see a Black Range Railway
on the Government's programme when
once they have decided to give us a
definite list of things thev intend to do.
‘Chere is another railway which I think is
wuch wore justified than some of the

is a railway through the Chapman Valley.
It would do the eyes of some people

+ belonging to the southern portions of the

State good if they were to go up and look

' at that country now. I would like some

of them just to look at the return of the
wheat average for that portion of the
State last year. I do not know that it
was at the very top, but I think it was
very near it. Certainly it was 14 decimal
something bushels per acre. Under erop
last yeur there was between 3,000 and
4,000 acres. I can say positively that the
year before last there was 2,400 acres or
thereabouts under wheat, and this year
it was 3,400, while the average this year
was three busbels more than last year,
and next year it is going to be guite 16
or 18 bushels. No doubt a railway
through that valley would be perfectly
justiied. While talking of railways,
there is one in existence, the oldest rail-
way in the State—TI travel over it
occasionaliy—and that is the Northamp-
ton Railway. On Wednesday Jast week
it took three special traing to move 1,500
sheep from Northampion to Geraldion,
and that is the utmost. Five huadred
sheep at a time is the wost it §5 possible
to move over that line. I say that next
year they will require to run about 10 or
15 gpecial trains a day to remove the
wheat and chaff, unless they pull up the
road and renmew it. I know that a re-
survey has been made recently, butit is the
duty of the Government to see that the
alteration is made at once, otherwise there
will be a block which it will be impossible
to overcome after next harvest. The all-
important question, of course, now is that
of Bnance, but I do not at all take the
pessimistic view takem by the Premier
when he estimates the defeit at £200,000
or £300,000. The chief foundation of
that estimate is laid on the presumed
continued decline in the Customs revenue.
Tt is a well-known fact, proved in every
progressivecountry in the world—aand Ido
not think anyone will deny that Western
Australia is a progressive country, for its
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population is increasing and we have here
_ a hard-working population full of grit—
‘that when tazation is reduced in one
direction the revenue goes up in other
directions. T well remember as alad when
Mr. Gladstone took off year after year
taxes from sugar and this and thatthing,
that the remaining taxes more than made
up the loss. When people found that
they could get 2Ibs. of sugar instead of
11lbs. they generally bought about 3lbs.
The same when fruit is 1s. a pound you
do not buy any, but i it is 2d. a
pound yov buy ls, 6d. worth. I am
quite convinced that the result of the
next year will be that the Customs
revenue, instead of declining, will rise;
and the latest returns we have from the
Commonwealth show it already. Of
course we will lose some revenue on
account of losing the sliding scale tariff.
That has gone for ever, but the people
have got tbe benefit of it. They are
paying less now, and must be getting
cheaper goods, so that they will consume
something else in greater proportion;
and the result will be that the revenue
will increase. 1 think we are perfectly
justified in taking this view, so far as the
Customs are concerned. I think that
while the Premier took such a pessimistic
view in reference to the Customs, he took
altogether too sanguine a view in refer-
ence to the revenue from the proposed
land tax.
talking of finance, and not of the principle
of the tax.

Hon. Sie E. H. Wirreroom: I was
accused of being pessimistic yesterday.

Hon. W. PATRICK : I do not think
it has anything to do with pessiniism.
‘We have a certain amount of land in this
Btate in a certain condition, and the
Premier makes an estimate that we will
get & certain amount of revenue at so
much in tbhe pound. I may say that I
was in the midst of the turmoil when
the land tax was imposed in South
Australia over 20 years ago; and there
was justification for the imposition of
that tax in South Australia at that time.
I can say with pride that I advocated
the tax. At the time it was required.
‘What were the conditions in South Aus-
tralia compared with the conditions in
this State ? There were over three mil-
lion acres of land ready for the plough
in South Australia at that time; and

At the present moment I am °
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there never was anything like the same
amount of land cleared here. There is
at present never less than two to three
willion acres of land under crop in South
Australia. The Premier has estimated
that & penny in the pound would bring
in about half a8 much here as was ob-
tained in South Australia through the
same tax. The poorest of thai Jand in
South Australia is valued at £4 to
£5 an acre, and the unimproved value
is probably 50 per cent. of that. In
South Austealia some of the land is
like an English park, a gum tree here
and a gum tree there.  On the Adelaide
plains and on the Gawler plains there was
lund ready for the plough, Here every
acre of land has to be made by the eettler,
and if the settler does not continue to
make it, if he does not toil continually,
the land will soon go back into a state of
nature. So we cannot compare the con-
ditions. South Australia is in a great
many vespects similar to this State, and
it is the best guide we can get of the
probable return we shall obtain from the
imposition of a just land tax. Wemight
—1¥ do not think we need expect anything
of the kind—get an unjust Government
something like the roads board Mr.
MeLarty mentioned, which has doubled
the valuations in order to increase the
taxation. But I do not think we need
anticipate anything of tbat kind. The
Government propose to borrow money.
I hLave never been against borrowing
money, although I borrow as little as I
can myself, for I find it is difficult to
repay. I suppose that the same thing
apples to States as to individuals; but so
long as the money borrowed is going to
bring in sufficient revenue to pay interest
and sinking fund, there is no danger
whatever to the State, because there is
none to the revenue. But I notice in the
Premier’s Bunbury speech, be estimates,
in referring to the deficit, that we shall
require £26,000 extra for interest on loan
money next year. That is right enough.
We must have more interest if we bor-
row more money, but if the money
represented by this £26,600 extra interest
has been judicially expended, why should
it be an additional burden to the State ?
If that money bas not been judiciously
expended, it will be a splendid argument
not to borrow anymore. I should like that
matter explained, because the Premier
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distinctly stated in estimating the deﬁcitl

that there was £26,000, and he added it
up; so many thonsands here and so many
thousands there, interest sv much and
deficit so much. If the money were in-
vested there must be some additional
interest to meet. Incidentally, in con-
nection with this matter of finances, there
is a guestion of economy, and 1 took the
trouble to send to South Australia to get
the Estimates for last year and the pre-
sent year, so that I might be in a position
to compare them with the Estimates of
thiz State, and in reference to the ruil-
ways there was one thing thut struck me
very forcibly. In the year 1904-5, while
South Australia had a revenue of £400,000
less than Western Australia bad in the
same vear, South Australia bad a credit
balance oo the transactions of the year
of £530,000, and Waestern Australia,
with £400,000 more revenue, had a credit
balance of £330,000. It may be said we
have a great many railways that do not
Pay. We run a long way into the wilder-
ness, but we have no such unpayable
raitlways as they have in South Austrulia,
They run from Adelaide to Qodnadatta,
700 miles. There is no town there, and
the train is run once a fortnight. The
railway department in South Australia are
burdened with that line. There is mno
such burden as that here. I think the
Government might well look into this
matter, and if we have a man ns good as
they have in South Australia—because
the snlaries practically are as good here—
and if the railways are as well managed
here as they are there, instead of
being in the position of having £200,000
less than South Australia in one
year, we cught at least to come abreast
of them. Here we have little room
for hope that our revenue may increasein
the near future. There is another matter
which was wmentioned yesterday by Mr.
Sommers, in regard to the Coolgardie
Water Scheme. The member advocated
that the surplus water from the Muon-
daring weir should be brought te Perth.
I do not know anything about how the
thing iz to be done, but at the same
time the financial position in connec-
tion with the Coolgardie Water Scheme
is a burden on the State which it
is not able to bear, I got some par-
ticalars from the Minister for Works
to-day on this matter. T asked for par-
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ticulars of money paid out of the consoli-
dated revenue fuud for the Coolgardie
Water Scheme from the time the scheme
started pumping, but the Minister said
he was not in a position to give these
particulars at once. He gave the position
for the present financial year 1905-6,
however: interest paid £89,300, sink-
ing fund £81,120, totalling £170,420;
revenue paid intn the Treasury £92,000,
provided from consolidated fund £78,420.
I think it is time the hand of the Gov-
ernment, should be forced, seeing they are
short of money, to convert this £78,000
deficit into at least a level balance by the
sale of water—hy converting the water
which is running away into cash. I cen-
sider it a disgrace. [MemBER: There is
Midland Junction.] Midland Junctionis
not going to pay £78,000, but Perth can.
I am not suggesting how the Government
are going to do it, but this is one way in
which the £80,000 might be saved. The
population of the goldfields is not in-
creasing to such an extent that there is
any immediate chance of requiring that
water. If the Eastern Goldfields people
say they must have allthigwater, then why
should they not pay for it? We on the
Murchison bave to pay for all the wator
we get. We have to pay our sinking
fund and ioterest and everything else.
‘We have not asked for a penny of money
from the consolidated revenue for the
water we get. There are other ways by
which maoney can be saved besides through
ihe Coolgwdie Water Scheme., There is
the Agrieultural Department, which I see
is in a terrible mess. They have had no
accounts—according to the Audit De-
partment — balanced. They have not
been balanced at all, I think, certainly
not balanced this year. It seems almost
inconceivable that ir a Government de-
partment the books should not be
balanced at all. Apparently there is
money in the bank which should not be
there at ull, and other foolish things have
been done. I am not astonished at that.
What is the good of this department?
‘We have a Journal of Agrieulture which
is almost useless, and there would be no
harm if it were abolished. Wehave a man
going round the world hunting for para-
gites. This is a perfect waste of money.
A man should not have a free hand togo
where ke likes, from Peru to Brazil, to
Californin, to the North Pole.or to the
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South Pole if he likes, and to drop inty
the Agricultural Departinent whenever
be thinks fit and say he has discovered
this or that.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: The Californian
Government pay half the cost.

How, W. PATRICK : I know in Sonth
Australia and in Victoria there were two
of the most disastrous schemes formu.
lated by persons from California. I look
upon this matter as purely a waste of
money.

Hon. B. McLarry: That is not the
opinion of the orchardists of the State.

Hon. W. PATRICK : Every man has
bis opinion, and that is wmine. I should
be very pleased to see some practical
result, but so far there has been none.

Hon. E. MoLagrty: There have been
good, results.

Hon. W. PATRICK : So I am told.
I have read about them, but I confess 1
am not at all satisfied that they are
genuine. There is another way we might
save money, although 1 do not intend to
make this altogether a saving of money.
I see that by the Federal Parliament a
Bill has been introduced to found a
meteorological department. We have &
meteorological department, but we will
have no use for it after this. 'Tbat is the
only useful outcome of the Ubservatory,
the meteorological department. When
the Commonwealth have founded their
department there will be no use for our
Otlmervatory. I should like to see an
observutory here as big as the Greenwich
Observatory, but I do not think 260,000
people can afford to keep an observatory.

At 6-30, the PrEsinENT left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Hon. W. PATRICK (continuing) : As
I mentioned before, the one definite pro-
posal in the Governor's Speech is the
proposed imposition of a tax on unim-
proved lund values. Mr. Randell asked
yesterday what was meant by unimproved
land valves. The phrase certainly does
not mean simply & land tax ; but T think
it may be defined as the selling value of
the land, less the visible improvements.
‘When I speak of land, I refer to agricul-
tural land. As regards city lands, the
matter is perfectly simple. So long as the
valuation is fair, there is no difficulte in
getting at the unimproved value of pro-
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perty inacity. Butl the unimproved value
of agricultural land is a totally different
matter. If wetakeland insuch a State as
Scuth Australia, where the greater por-
tion of it was originally ready for the
plough, the unimproved lund value there
will be the selling value plus the buildings,
fences, dams, wells, and other visible im-
provements. But in Western Australia
the settler, in order to clear his land, has to
provide labour at a cost of from £1 to as
much as £20 an acre for those lands in
the South which are the most difficult to
clear; and in any case it never costs less
than 20s. an acre to make the land fit for
the plough. If an unimproved land tax
valuator_ were to come along and find
1,000 acres cleared, with so muny dams,
wells, fences, and buildings, he would base
his valuation on the selling value of the
Jand less the visible improvements. The
cost of clearing the land would be alto-
gether absent from his ecaleulation.
Now, to explain my reasons for pointing
this out; there is at the present moment
in Western Australin, out of a great
many million acres of land alienated or
in process of alienation, between 300,000
and 400,000 it for the plough. IE the
gelling value of that land fit for the
plough, less the improvements, is to be
taken asthe unimproved value of the rest
of the land that is uncleared, that will be
a monstrous injustice to the landowaer;

' in faet, it will be impossible for him

to pay the tax. But unless a valuation
of this kind is made, I do not see where
the Premier finds his valuation of 14
millions sterling for the unimproved land
values of Western Australia; and that is
the amount on which he bases his land tax
to bring in the sum which he mentioned
at Bunbury. At Bunbury the Premier
said that the tax was for revenue par-
poses, and for the purpose of bursting
up big estates. Well, I do wot think it
is honest to pass a law purposely to burst
up big estates, It will be much more
bonest to buy them if we require to buy
them. But s0 long as we have millions
of acres of Crown land, there is no neces-
sity to buy a single acre of private land ;
and at the present rale of settlement
there will be no necessity for years to
come. One of the chief arguments in
favour of a land tax is the argument
as to what ic ealled the unearned incre-
went. Butin a great many cases there
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is what I may call an undeserved decre-
ment. I know many cases in which
people have bought property, especially
on the goldfields, and they are paying
taxes in respect of it, and it is not worth
anything at all and will not sell, because
it has no value of any kind. But the
people hold on to it in the hope that it
may become of value some day. If a
man discovers a big nugget on the gold.
fields, or a rich patch of gold, no one
dreams of accusing him of baving an
unearned increment. We say he 1B a
lucky fellow, and so he is. But what is
the difference, after all, between the man
who buys u, bit of land and makes out of
it & few shillings or a few pounds, with
the prospect of making a loss, and the
man who makes a lucky hit in a gold
mine ? I do not say that when this land
tax proposal is brought before the House
I will oppose it, because so far there is
no proposal before the House. The pro-
‘posal may be of such a nature that we
can all support it. The principle of a
land tax T do not oppose. If it is neces-
sary for revenue purposes, and it is
justly laid on the backs of those who are
capable of bearing it, I believe I shall
vote for it. But so long as there is a
possibility of saving sufficient money—
and I contend there is—to put the finances
of the State on a solid basis, we have no
business whatever to impose farther
taxation of any kind. I should like to say
just a. word or two in connection with
the Electoral Act. Of course I know that
the Government are sure to bring in a
Bill to awend that Act. As a friend of
mine said to.day, the proper thing to do
with the Electoral Act is to tear it to
pieces and introduce an entirely new Act.
At East Fremantle a gentleman was
returned. His right to take his seat
is disputed. He is not charged with
bribery or corruption; against him no
charge whatever iz brought; but the
Court discovers that so many men have
infringed the Aet, according to the
Judge’s interpretalion; and then the
member returned i not only unseated,
but mulcted in expenses, It seems to me
that such an Act, if that be really its
true interpretation, is a monstrous injus-
tice to candidates. A man who loses his
seat is thereby punished; and if a man
is to be tried, condemned, punished, and
muleted in expenses for something he

(27 Juxk, 1906.]

Third day. 63
never did and never attempted to do,
then I say there is a gross breakdown of
justice.

Tae PRESIDENT: I should like to
remind the hon. member that the case in
question is still sub judice.

Hon. W. PATRICK : I specifically
mentioned the East Fremantle case.

Tae PRESIDENT: Yes. That is
now sub judice. An appeal is pending.
L am sure that the hon. member does not
wish to prejudice the result.

How. W. PATRICK : Certainly I do
not wish inany way to prejudice the case,
One portion of the Speech mentions an
amendment of the Constitution. We all
know that means a proposal to reduce
the franchise qualification for this House
from £25 to £15. I may say that I have
ot altered my opinion since last T spoke
here on this subject. 1 am opposed to
any reduction of the present franchise
for this House. I um opposed to it for
several reasops; but one of the chief
reasons is that since the accomplishment
of Federation the Constitution of West
Australia, without the passing of any
Act for that purpose in this Parliament,
hag been entirely allered in such a
manner that the reduction of the Upper
House franchise would be a wrong to the
State. Before we joined the Federation,
the Parliament of West Australia, as we
all know, had full control of every kind
of taxation. Parliament could impose
Customs and Excise dulies. These duties,
as I need scarcely say, arc paid and
borne by every person in the community,
from the poorest to the richest; and the
pooreat and the richest ought therefore
to have a voice in their imposition. But
the only power of taxation now possessed
by the Parliament of Western Australia
is the power to impose direct taxation ;
and direct taxation, as we know, is paid
by, is imposed upon, must npecessarily be
imposed upon, the stable few, as differ-
entiated from the uastable many. To
show what I meun, I will mention the
fact (referring aguin to Federation) that
in South Australia, where they bave all
kinds of taxes up to bursting point, they
found it necessary to impose an income
tax, with an exemption of £150. At the
last census there were in that State
370,000 people, and the whole of the
income tax was paid by some 11,200
people, including income derived from
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land, from personal exertion, from com-
panies, and from whatever source it
springs. So it can easily be seen that in
South Australia, where there is also an
Upper House with a £25 franchige, they
have been fighting the same battle for
vears as some people would fight here.
Of course the object of such persons is
the final extinetion of the Upper House—
there is no doubt about that; and so far
as I am concerned, T would just as seon
see this House abolished as have the
franchise reduced to such an extent that
it would represent the whole community.
If Parliament cannot impose stable taxes
on stable people there is no necessity for
its existence. Therefore I am entirely
opposed to amending the Constitution in
that way. T should just like o muke a
quotation from a speech wade by my
esteemed colleague Mr. Drew, when he
spoke before his constituents at Geraldton
on the 22nd August, 1904, the speech
being made at the time he was ap-
pointed Minister for Tands in the
Daglish Government. With others, my
hon. friend stated that he wanted to
emphasizse the fact that he was a firm
behiever in the Upper House. He said
the constitution of the Legislative Conncil
was the most liberal of any second
Chamber, not only in Australia but in
the world; that in New South Wales
and in Queensland, the Legislative coun-
cillors were nominated by the Governor
for life, and in New Zealand for seven
years; whereas in thia State they were
elected by the people on a very broad
franchigse. He mentioned that in Vie-
toria it was necessary to own landed
property to the value of £1,000, whereas
in Western Australia anyone could stand ;
and Mr. Drew asked, could anything be
more liberal than that? I notice the
Governor’s Speech states in reference to
the question of the Federal Govern-
ment :—

My Government, while jealously gnarding
the rights of the State in this respect, has
avery confidence that the Commonwealth Par-
liament will recognise the rights of Western
Australin and deal justly in thie matter.

That refers to the surplus revenue
through the Customs. We know a con-
troversy arose owing to a resolution made
at the Premiers’ Conference some months
ago, whereby it was decided by a. majority
of three to two that the surplus revenue
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should be divided per capifa, in which
case this State would lose about £450,000
a year of our revenuve. I do not under.
stand how three gentlemen, possessed of
vrdinary common sense, could have advo-
cated such a propusal. As a geueral rule
men are generous, und a few men are
just; but there was neither generosity
itor justice in this grossly unfair proposal
of the three Premiers of the Eastern
States. However, I am perfectly satis-
fied with the statements made by the
Government. The Government of this
State bave the whole responsibility cast
upon their shoulders: they are our
trustees to see that our rights are
properly protected. For my part, I have
sufficient confidence in the CGovernment
to believe that thev will see we receive
just treatment when this question arises.
There is one watter which I do not think
is mentioned at all, eilher definitely or
indefinitely, in the Speech of His
Ezcellency; but I have no doubt it has
been kept in view. I refer to the matter
of education. While in every other
branch of the service I believe in the
most rigid economy being exercised in a
businesslike manner, paying men well
and making them earn their money, I
think so far as education is concerned we
can scarcely be too generous, because
after all an intelligent people is the most
valuable asset any State can possess;
and when T referred to abolishing the
Observatory, I was poing to suggest that
the Observatory buildings and lands
would form a splendid nuclevs for a
University in Western Australia. Surely
we have among us wealthy people—
there must be among us some wealthy
people, perbaps a Sir Thomas Elder,
a Mr. Barr Smith, or a Mr. Hughes.
Sir Thomas Elder presented .£96,000,
Mr. Hughes £20,000—I do not expect
so much—but sursly we have some
wealthy men who, with such a nuclens
as I have mentioned, could at least
make a begioning with a University
for Western Australia. While talking
of education, I should like to draw at-
tention to one matter upen which I feel
strongly—I have spoken of it time after
time to different Governments that have
preceded this Government—and that is
the question of the foundation of a tech-
nical school on the Murchison Goldfielda.

_ I am aware that the Murchison Goldfields
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are not so important ag the goldfields

represented by my friend Mr. McKensie;
but the proportion of gold produced by
the Murchison Goldfields is just about
one ¢unce to five onnces produced in the
Eastern States or in the East Coolgardie
Goldfield. The Murchison Goldfields are
isolated by hundreds of miles from any
possibility of getting technical education.
- The people residing there are taxpayers
in the State. There are thousands of
voung men there who have no opportunity
of learning the business on which the
prosperity of that part of the State de-
pends—the business of scientific mining.
I do wot say we should have a great
school of mines such as exists at Kal-
goorlie; but surely when such a school
i8 there, another technical! school at
Boulder, another in Fremantle, a magni-
ficent technical school in Perth, and yet
another at Midland Junction, surely we
are entitled to one on the Murchison
Gotdfields. I commend this matter very
strongly to the present Government. It
would be well worth while to spend a
little modey. I do mnot ask them to
grant such a sum as bhas been expended
in other parts of the country; we de not
want an expenditure of £20,000 or
£30,000; but I doask the Government to
have & technical school started onthe Mur-
chison Goldfields. I hopesomething will
bedonein thisimportantmatter. Although
there are some other matters upon which
T shonld like to have said a few words,
I will not dwell on them. 1 shouild
like to say I have unlimited faith in the
future of this State. It has unexampled
resources in mines and in land, also in
pastoral country ; and there is no reason
whatever why, in years to come, Western
Australia should not only vie with the
EBastern Siates—it has vast latent re-
sources—but become the greatest State
in the union, But we must remember
that our vast territory, our many re-
sources, will not result in greatness unless
our people have faith in the country, and
do their'best to make it successful and
progressive. Some of the greatest coun-
tries in the world huve had scarcely any
territory. The greatest country in the
ancient world had its capital situated on
a barren rock, the city of Tyre; and for
over a thousand years that was one of
the greatest commercial nations. It

ruled the Mediterranean for many cen- |
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turies. Another country bad its magnifi-
cent cities and palaces, t{e abode of great
architects, poets, and men of genius; a
city built on barren sand-patches worse
than those sesn at the mouths of some of
our iosignificant little creeks; so I am
sure that with a population of 260,000 of
the most energetic of British people, this
country in a very few years will not only
be great .and progressive, but be the
leading State in the Australian Commeon-
wealth,

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): While
sincerelv regretting the necessity for the
retirement. of Sir George Shenton from
pelitical life, and also from the position
of Dresident of this Council, I must
congratulate you, sir, on your eleva-
tion to the position in successivn to
bim. I am fivinly convineced, and I
think every member of this Chamber
is satisfied, that with your ripe schol-
arship, your striet impartiality, and
your many other qualities, you will up-
hold the dignity of the positivn and do
credit to yourself and to the State. I
must congratulate Mr. Connolly on ‘his
elevation to the leadership of this Cham-
ber. I think that from his aptness for
mastering details and from lis invariable
courtesy, be will prove in every respect
a success in that position. With regard
to the Speech, I have studied it very
carefully, and think that it is characterised
with all the vagueness of a stereotyped
letter from one of the permanent heads of
of the civil sevvice. There i nothing
very definite about it; but I do net
think we have any justifiable reason to
complain on this score. 'We must recol-
lect that the Ministry have been in power
for a few weeks only, and they bhave not
had opportunity to go into the details of
the various measures. When those
meaeures are submitted to us, there wiil
be ample time to criticise the Govern.
ment, and to ascertain if the measnres
are in the best interests of the country.
I notice from the Speech that a tax on
unimproved land values is proposed. I
had hoped there would be no necessity
for the introduction of legjslution of this
kind; I had hoped that a tax on unim.
proved lands only would have met the
necessities of lhe situation; but we are
informed that it is necessary to impose
this tax for the purpose of raising
revenue, and I can well understand
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tbat it is so. We have an interest
bill that is increasing yearly, and with
this increase there is a very large de-
creage in the Cuatoms returns. Indeed
it seems wmarvellous to me that the
present Goverument and the previous
(Government have been able to administer
g0 well from a financial point of view,
But no doubt there will be a very heavy
deficit, and is the deficit to continue to
swell as it has been swelling ever since
the James Government were in power ?
The James Government went back
£148,000 and the succeeding Govern-
meut something like £129,000, snd we
are informed that the present Govern-
ment are likely to increase the previous
deficit by somethiog like £130,000. This
sort of thing cannot possibly go on for
ever, and the necessity at once arises
for imposing taxation. Many speakers
during to-day and yesterday declaimed
vigorously against the imposition of a
tax on unimproved land values, but 1 do
not think oune solitary speaker has sug-
gested any adequate substitute. I am
quite open to be convinced in connection
with this question, If members in this
Chamber can show me that any more
rensonable form of tazation can be intro-
duced, I shall be only too ready to stave
off the imposition of taxation on unim-
proved land vulues, although T shall be
always in favour of a tax on unimproved
land. Sir Edward Wittenoom expressed
strong hostility to the tax, and he said
we should develop the resources of the
State and introduce population. The
very fact that we have been developing
the resourtes of the couniry has imposed
on our financial resources a very heavy
strain, and that strain must continue,
That strain necessitates the imposition of
taxation, How can we develop our
resources without increasing our revenue
under present circumstances? I fail to sce
that the argument bas any weight what.
ever. The tax will serveanother important
purpose. It will operate to burst up the
large estates which are held and have
been held for many years for purely
speculative purposes right through the
country. I have travelled through most
of the agricultural districts of the State.
I do not want to mention names. I do
not think it is right I should mention
them. I could doso. In various parts
of this State there are very large estutes
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held which are not improved in the
slightest manner and are held purely for
speculative purposes. They were origi-
nally perhaps worth only 7s. 6d. or 10s. an
acre. Now they are worth £3 or £4, and
during the time I was Minister some
estates which were sold at I think £1 an
acre were offered to the Government at
&4 an acre without having been improved
in the meantime, It follows that the
unearned increment on every aere of that
land would be £3. They have been
improved not through any effort on the
part of the owner but through the expen-
diture of public money from the State,
by raising loan money, and the taxpayers
generally of this State have now to meet
interest on the loans incurred in cobaec-
tion with that expenditure which has so
vastly increased the value of this land.
‘We bave only to go into statistics to dis-
cover that the cultivation of the land of
Western Australian is not going on as
satisfuctorily as we could wish. There
are at present only 350,000 acres under
cultivation for the production of hay and
cereals, whereas somethinglike 11,000,000
acres are alienated. We do not expect
men to put under cultivation every acre
of land taken up, but I think everyone
will admit that the disparity between
350,000 acres and 11,000,000 acres is too
great, and consequently the necessity
arises for compelling some of these people
who hold land which ia fitfor cultivation to
put it under cultivation as speedily as pos-
sible or otberwise contributeto the revenne
of the State. Although I am in favour
of the imposition of a land tax, I think it
would be a fatal mistake if this tax were
made to press heavily on the struggling
selector who is endeavouring to develop
and use his land in the best interests of
the State. I think there should bea very
liberal ezemption, and conditional pur-
chasers should also in my opinion be
exempt, but only ou condition that they
improve the land. We know there are
many conditional purchase owners who do
absolutely nothing with the land, and I
would place them on the same level as
those who hold fee simple and have held
it for many years but bave pot improved
it in any shape or form. Many people
simply comply with the pure wording of
the Act, and as soon as they secure their
fee simple they take no trouble whatever
to improve the land in any respect. But
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an to the conditional purchase owner, the
man who is struggling to get along, and
who there is every reason to believe will
get on if unbarassed, I think it would
be a fata]l mistake, seeing what we are
now doing or endeavouring to do by way
of fostering settlement, to impose a tax on
that class of settler, There has been a
good deal of comment as to the nature of
the tax and the means of fixing the tax.
Mention has been made of valuators and
so forth, but to my mind there will he no
necesaity at all for the appointment of
valuers if we follow the New Zealand
system. Under the New Zealand system
the owner of the land can fix his own
valuation, and the State at any time on
paying the amount of his valuation, with
10 per cent. added, cun take his land and
do almost whatever it likes. I hope
the introduction of a land tax in Western
Australia will follow somewhut the
same lines. It will relieve the Govern-
ment of a preat deal of the trouble
and expense in the matter of col-
lection, and I think it will serve the
interests of the country in various other
ways which I do not iatend to go inte
now. I notice that it is intended to
amend the constitution, and I presume
that the object is to reduce the qualifica-
tion of electors for the Legislative Council
from £25 to £15. Notwithstanding Mr.
Patrick’s eloquent quotations from wm

speech, which read much better than I
delivered them, T mnat Ay T have a.lways
advocated a reduction of the franchise
for the Legislative Clouncil, and I believe
that when I delivered that address I
advocated it. 'With regard to this matter
there is no very great grievance in the
metropolitan districts of Perth and Fre-
mantle, for every person who oceupies a
home of any sort in Perth or Fremantle
pays at least 10s. a week. Butitis quite
a different thing in Northampten, Green-
ough, Mullewa, Mingenew, Gingin, and
even in (Gteraldton. In factin the majorit}
of the districts there are many people
who are disfranchised and have been dis-
franchised all their lives. It is stated in
some quarters—I am glad to say not
here—that if we have a reduction of the
franchise we shall give the Labour party
representation in the Legislative Council.
Why should not the workers have some
representation in the Legislative Council,
if we want the Legislative Council to
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survive # When an endeavour was made
to get representation there was a counter
move. The advocates of it were opposed,
and in every instance I think they have
been defeuted, and consequently, unless
it is due to the liberality and generosity
of those who succeeded in defeating them,
they bave no direct representation in
this Chamber. [MemBErR: Have they
suffered any injustice ¥] I do uot say
they have, but I say the working classes
should have some representation in the
Legislative Council ; not necessarily the
Labour party, but the working classes.
[MemeEr: We all belong to the working
clusses.] I can ussure members that
if there is any uattempt to defeat
this mensure we shall throw on the
Labour side a large number of people who
view the Labour party with suspicion.
They are expecting to get the franchise
from the Legislative Council, and if we
defeat this measure those people—and
they represent a large section of the com-
munity outside the Legislalure—will, I
say, throw in their support with the
Labour party, and some members of the
Legislative Assembly who put up for
election will bave a bad time. It would,
I think, strengthen the parly which many
members are angious to defeat. T am
glad fo see it is proposed by the Govern-
ment to construct railways for develop-
mental purposes. One“of the first rail-
ways I would like to see copstructed is
a railway to the Pilbarra Goldfields.
Those goldtields are siruggling along
under the most adverse conditions. When
T state that flour is £3 a bag, firewood
£3 a cord, compressed fodder £3 o ton.
oats 15s. u bushel, T think members will
come to the conclusion that a field that
hasa struggled along so many years under
such adverse conditions must be capable
of farther expansion and successful de-
velopment if it only receives proper
assistance from the Government and
railway communication is provided. In
1905 there were 13,000 ounces of gold
procured, and T find that £75,000 worth
of tin has been obtained. The Black
Range railway is a proposition which I
hope will receive due consideration from
the Government. At present the battery
is quite unequal to the work it is called
apon to do. Orders for stone are taken
twelve months ahead, with the result that
new prospectors are discouraged. Theve
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is no hope for them. There is vo oppor.
tonity for them to get their stone crushed.

I hope wmembers of the Ministry will |

represent this fact to the Minister for
Mines and endeavour to induce him to
inerease and improve the battery power
of this portion of Western Auatrulia.
I am in accord with Mr. Patrick's
suggestion in regard (o a loop line of
railway to the Chapwan. T think that
amply warranted. The settlers there can
have no good roads by which they can
bring their produce to market, except at
enormous expense, which I beliere would
exceed the cost of a railway, and without
a railway there is no hope of a proper
thoroughfare. There are 200 0ld settlers
in that district, and 100 new ones. The
construction of a line along that route
would open up about 100,000 acres of
first-class land which could be made
available for settlement, and which it is
impossible to make available for settle-
ment unless railway communication is
provided. With regard to immigration,
I am not in favour of introducing immi.
grants wholesale to Western Ausiralia, I
am not in favour of introducing agri-
cultuora}l immigrants here unless they
cun come under certain conditions with
certain qualifications. In the first place
I think they should be persons of good
repute, in the second place they should
have some practical experience of farming
and stock-raiging, and in the third place
they should come here with ample funds
to ensare the success of the pursuit they
intend to follow. I think that no person
should be encouraged and assisted by the
Government to come to Western Australia
to settle on the land unless he has at
least £250 in his pocket. Even then he
will afterwards require to receive help
from the Agricultural Bank. He must
have colonial experiencs, if he comes here.
It means that # man must remain about
12 months in the country and must take
up land, clear it, cultivate it, and crop
it; and I do not see how he can pus-
sibly do that with a less sum of money
than £250, with the expectation also of
gecuring assistance from the Agricul-
tural Bank after he has spent his capital.
There have been many suggestions from
time to time as to the advisability of
granting financial assistance to new
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should be presented with » cheque for
£400 shortly after arrival. I can assure
members from my experience that it
would be a fatal mistake. Some mem-
bers may lavgh, but T can relate some of
my experiences in connection with this
matter. When I became Minister for
Lands, one of the first problems that
confronted me was the Hamel Settlement.
The previous Minister had devised =
scheme of settling the unemployed on
the land, granting each man 20 acres and
agreeing to pay £4 to £5 an acre for
clearing the land. When I arrived in
office the land was all cleared, and the
settlers appealed to me to consider their
gituation. I went down to Hamel and
saw the place, and I found that in many
instances settlers had no spades. I ex-
amined vouchers and fouad that they had
spent the money they had earned in
clearing on encyclopadias and bicycles aud
such-like ; and they were absolutely with-
out a balance. They pleaded for help
from the Government, saying thai the
Government had put them on the lund
and that it was only right that the Gov-
ernment should keep them there. [
reporied adversely to that proposal,
saying that it was far better for the
State that the settlers should die a
sudden death instead of a lingering
death by consumption; but in another
place there was a strong agitation
for help for these men, and a select
comnitttee was appointed and the Gov-
ernment were advised to render as-
sistance. We pave these men £25
each, ploughed their land and fertilised
it and gave them seed, and we took hills
from them. At the expiration of three
months, when we were looking forward
to the promised return, I received letters
from some of these séttlers informing me
that they were bordering on starvation
and that they had been living for two
months on potatoes and salt.
* Tue Hon. MinisTER: Seed potatoes
was it ? :
How. J. M. DREW: I came to that
conclusion. I am very much afraid if
asgistance is given indiscriminataly and
without judiciousness and tact to new
seitlers, and even old settlers, the State
will fall in every time. We have heard
a great deal from My, Piesse from time

settlers from abroad, and one gentleman ! to time as to the withdrawal of grazing
suggested thatleach of these immigrants | leases, and now I trust he will use his
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influence with the

©  [27 Jusk, 1906.]

Government in the '

divection of making the grazing leases, .

or second and third class land, available
as speedily as possible. There was
necessity for the withdrawal of grazing
leases at one time, but there is no
necessity now for it. There was fear at
one time that a certain section of the
community would gain a monopoly of
these leases. However, through the
amendment I secured [ast session in this
House, that obstacle bas been removed ;
so I will rely on Mr. Piesse endeavouring
to make grazing leases available as soon
us possible, because I am sure he must
-regard it as very unjust that a large
section of .the community in districts
where land is only second and third
class should be compelled -to pay first-
class prices for second and third class land.
Sir E. H. Wittenoom in the course of his
speech veferred to the Millars’ Karri and
Jarrah Company, and stated that the
Combive bad been badly treated by the
State. Ithink I know something about the
matter, and I say that the company has
been very generously treated by the State.
The Combine hold, as well as I can
recollect, about 400,000 acres of timber
country under concession, and about
400,000 acres as well under lease. Under
the Land Act, no person or corporation
can hold more than 75,000 acres of
timber country, but the Combine, through
a process of skilful manipulation, have
virtually secured 400,000 acres of timber
tuud ; wid the result is that in the closely
accessible portions of this State there is
no good timber land available, When 1
was in office I bad to make available the
Flora and Fauna -Reserve, and also a
reserve at Collie, to cope with the question
of the uvemployed.

How. M. L. Moss: I thiok that if you
had the papers of the Flora and Fauna
Reserve laid on the table it would not be
very creditable to your Government,

Hon.J. M. DREW : The hon. member
will bave an opportunity of asking for the
papers and having them laid on the table.
I do pot think anything dishonourable to
the Government will be found to be con-
tained in those papers. 1f there is, the
blame will rest on me.

Hor. M. I.. Moss: I do not wish to
cast any reflections, but the public will
be informed.

}

! paying £20 per square mile.

Third day. 69

Hon. J. M. DREW: What are the
Combine paying for the land? They are
Whut are

the other timber-cutters paying? They
are paying £320 per square mile. They
pay a royalty of 2s. 6d.a load. It is

poor timber country that does not produce
four loads to the acre; and as there are
640 ucres in a square mile, they are
contributing something like £320 a
square mile, whereas the timber com.
bine only contribute £20, Therefore I
think thut if the matter is viewed in a
reasonable light wembers will fail to
agree with Sir E. H. Wittenoom that the
State has been treating the Combine
badly, The hon. member also says that
the Midland Railway Company have been
badly treated by the Government. 1
have been thinking over this watter all
day, and I think that the Midlaud Rail-
wuy Company bave received every help
and assistance from the Government.
By a previous Premier of the State they
were helped to the extent of £60,000
without the consent of Parliament; and
subsequently they were backed to the
extent of half a millivn. Times out of
number the contract could have been
annulled and the Government could have
foreclosed, but they did not du so, and
showed the company every consideration.
I think statements like these going
abroad must necessarily have a bad
effect. ’

Hon. E. McLarry: We subsidised
a steamer to run in oppesition.

Hox. J. M. DREW : Yes; the * Julia
Percy "; and for a very good reason.
The accommnodation on the Midland
Railway was very wretched, and repre-
sentations were made by the members
for the district to the Government and
the steamer was put on, but not to enable
the steamer fo undercut the rates charged
by the compauvy. It was nothing of the
kind. I took a prominent part in con-
nection with the matter, and the reason
for our action was solely to compel the
Midland Company to put on better
accomwodation between Midland June-
tion and Geraldton.

How. M. L. Moss: The accommoda-
tion is disgraceful now.

How. J. M. DREW : It is getting bad
again, because the contract with the
steamer bas nearly expired. At that
time there was only one car on, with
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no lavatory, and I bave seen as many as
50 persons on that car. It was owing to
the representations of members that we
got the Government to put on the ** Julia
Percy " to compel the company to put on
_ the necessary accommeodation, and since
then the accommodation has greatly im-
proved, though there are signg now that
it is going back to the old state. I do
not know whether it is in the Governor's
Speech, but I think I read it in the Pre-
mier’s policy speech that it is proposed to
amend the Agricultural Bank Aect. I
shall carefully consider any amendmenis.
I favour the reduction of the limit te
£500. I think any settler who wants
more than thaf, should apply to u private
financial institution for aid. I think the
time has come when the bank should be
under the management of three trustees
as is the casc in South Australia, where
the trustees are appointed for life with
three fees which in no single instance
must exceed £200 a year, and where they
have the advice of an inspector general.
Here we bhave one manager, however con-
scientious & man he is.  He has already
lent a half a million and bas authority to
increuse that to £600,000. I contend it
is too large a responsibility to rest on one
brain. We may not always have Mr.
Patersou, and seeing that he may retire
at any moment, we should make provi-
sivn to place the bank under a board of
trustees as private bunks do their busi-
ness. I do not know whether it is the
idea of the Government to do so, but I
think the time has arrived when sowe
such action should be taken. There are
several sugpestions I conld make, bot I
do not wish to delay the House. How-
ever, thereis one suggestion T should like
to make In conpection with the Land
Act. Under Section 17 of the Land
Act the Minister has power to decide,
when there is inore than one applicant
for a piece of land, whether it should be
determined by lot or referred to a
board. The presenl practice is to refer
to a board ; but the board sits and takes
evidence, and the evidence is not erough.
All sorts of wild statements are made,
and the man who tells the biggest lie
geuerally gets the land. He is not put
under oath, and I have konown extra-
ordinary statements to be made in con-
nection with this evidence. I never
knew, until the sitting of the Tand Court
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at Geraldion, that there were so muny
capitalists in that town. There is no
means of prosecuting these people; bus
if they give evidence on oath they can be
prosecuted for perjury. There should
also be provision that the land secured
through misvepresentations should be
forfeited. There is another matter to
which T wish to refer, and that is the
conduct of the Central Board of Health
in counection with the Geraldton plague
outbreak. Plague was discovered at
Geraldton about 11 o'clock on Monday
night. The local board of health was
sitting at the time and immediately com-
wuonicated with Dr. Black. °They had
proof that the telegram asking Dr. Black
to send a bacteriologist, prophylactics, and
nurses, reached him at two o’clock in the
morning of Tuesday; but Dr. Black took
vo action, though it was necessary that
nurses should be sent without delay,
because neither the doctor nor the ordi-
nary people in Gteraldton knew anything
about the treatment of plague, They
received no reply from Dr. Black on
Tuesday, nor on Wednesdzy until 8
o’clock in the evening. Dr, Blackburne,
the bacteriologist, came along on the
Wednesday evening, but Dr. Black re-
fused to send the nurses asked for until
he heard from Dr. Blackburne that it
was plague. All this time the patients
were in a state of collapse, or most of the
time. Dr. Black absolutely refused to
send along the necessary medicine. He
was informed that the town was reeking
with plague, but he took no aclion except
that next morning the people of Gerald-
ton became aware through a Press
telegram from Perth that Dr. Black had
characterised the telegram he received
from Qeraldtou us discreditable. Dr.
Black was then urged by farther mes-
sages from Geraldton to take prompt
measures, but he did not then reply. A
reply had to come from the Premier, who
sent a very callous message. 1 am sure
that if Mr. Kingsmill, who was then
Colonial Secretary, had been in the
office when the Geraldton messages were
received the case would have been treated
differently.  However, the Geraldion
authorities found it necessary to treat
with the Premier directly, and they
received from Mr. Rason a most callous
reply, in which he stated that everything
that was necessary had been done; yet
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the fact was that nothing had been done,
and the patients in Geraldton were dying
through neglect. I express it now as the
opinion of the great majority of people in
Geraldion, that many of those patients
who died practically rotted to death. I
may inform the House that it is my
intention to move for a select committee
to inquire into the matter; and therefore
I shall say no more on it at present.
Referring again to the Governor's
Speech, in regard to most of the definite
provisions in the Address I am only
wailing to see what the statements will
vesult in when the promised measures
come before the House. I am inclined
to appland the Speech as far as it goes,
and I hope that some of the measures
which are to be introduced will pass.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T have
much pleasare in joining with other
members in expressions of congratu.
lation with regard to yourself, Mr.
President, and to offer wmy congratu-
lations to the Leader of the House on
his appointment, and to my old friend
the Honorary Minister. With regard to
the land question, I am sure the able
advice of Mr. Piesse will be of great
service to the Ministry and a benefit to
the country. I do not intend fo speak at
length on his Excellency’s Speech, because
most members have dealt with the few
subjects on whick I had made notes, and
it would be only killing time for me to
speak now at great length. Iam pleased
0 see Lhal Lhe Oovernment have given
particular attention to a question that
has been before the House for some con-
siderable time, that is the development of
the railway system throughout the State;
not particularly that the development
should be confined to agricultural areas,
but that new railways should be extended
to mining centres and other parts, par-
ticularly those concerned in the timber
industry. I hope we sball see some
definite propositions brought forward
duripg the session in regard to new
railways. In the Bpeech we have no
definite lines specified, though I feel it is
only a matler of omission on the part of
the Government in formulating the
Speech. Still it may be well to refer
now to those railwuys which_came before
us at the close of last segsion, which
members were pleased to pass very
hurriedly. It is possible that many of
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the members were not seized of particu-
lars relating to these lines; and the
Government did not bring down to the
House all the information and particulars
which mmembers would like to bave had
before passing these Bills. If the Gov-
ernment have found sinece then that some
slight deviations in the directions of these
lines are desirable, it would be well if
they would state their intentions to the
House; and in regard to new lines, I
hope the Qovernment will be able to
place full particulars before hon. members.
It will be a great mistake if our railways
are to be run indiseriminately, when the
Government may have become aware of
gome factors which make it desirable
that the three railways which were
pazsed at the eud of last session should
be deviated in some way. 1 do not
wish to lay particular stress on any
lines T may desire the Government to
bring forward, although certain lines in
which I have felt a particular interest
should have strong claims on the consi-
deration of the Government. I feel con-
fident that the Governwent will give
every cousideration to those lines, and
will bring the particulars before us; and,
although not mentioned in the Speeeh, I
hope we shall have something definite in
regard to them before we get far into the
session. I should have been pleazed to
see in the Speech a particular reference
to the Pilburra. Railway, for undoubtedly
the development of the North-West by a
railway avstem is well deserved. I feel
that Sir E. H. Wittenoom expressed in
a very nice way what many of us in the
country bave felt with regard to Federal
control, or what we suffer from under
Pederation. I sincerely indorse all that
fell from him in that connectiom, and
with him T fail to realise that we have
got anything very great from entering
into Federation. We all know that the
strongest argument in favour of entering
into Federation was in regard to the
question of centralisation, for we under-
stood that in joining Federation our
ideas would be widened considerably. 1
know one snall result which seems to me
to be of urgent moment, und that is the
change that has taken place in regard to
the control of the post and telegraph
services in thiz State. TIn travelling
round 1 frequently bear great com-
plaints from various centres, and there
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seems to be a general grievance arising
from the hardness with which grievances
in connection with these services are
treated by those officers who are acting
under the Federal Government. I re-
member that when this State introduced,
years ugo, sowme experts to give us
the best information on the telegraph
system, one recommendatiop was that
instead of using wooden posts, jarrah
and white gum, we should unse iron posts.
These iron standards were introduced at
great expense in the telegraphic system
throughout the State, and I understood
that it was laid down as a geveral prin-
ciple that in future only iron standacds
should be used. Iron standards were
erected thronghout the length and
breadth of the country, aud many officers
were stationed along the lines, which
were cleared half a chuin wide. Now
that we have Federation, we find that
the principle of iron standards has been
entirely abandoued, and we see the Fede-
ral authorities have reverted to the old
wayback system of erecting wooden posts
cut from the nearest bush. That wight
be a saving in cost, and those who wish
to look at the matter from an economic
point of view may regard that as a benefit;
but we see now that the money expended
in obtaining the advice of experis as to
the best method of managing the tele-
graphs in this State hasbeen thrown away ;
and we all know that the changes effected
have not been viewed altogether with
favour by the officials whom. for some
years past we have had in the service.
In the Speech the principal matter that
I wish to note is the falling-off in the
revenue. We are told that it is highly
necessary to keep up the revenue, and
that we ought to be called wpon to bear
an additional burden of taxation. As
Mr. Dempster says, the Government pro-
pose to adopt the system of tuxing the
other man— taxing unimproved land
values. Nearly every member who has
spoken on the Address has dealt with
this subject; and in every instance we
have heard much about unearned incre-
ment. Several have mentioned that much
of our land carries no unearned incre-
ment. I know thatagainat the unearned
increment we have to set off all the
unavoidable hardship that many bave
borne while holding the land or carrying
it through for a great number of years,
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when this country was in the throes of
very deep depression. I refur nob ouly
to people who are pioneering on broad
acres, but to holders of city lands. No
doubt these men have spent many sleep-
less nights, and have grown weary of
watching, financing, and paying rates and
taxes on such lands for numbers of years,
at the same time keeping the country
going, trying to encourage others tio
acquire land alongside of thewm, and doing
their utmost to advertise the respurces of
the State, thus belping to build it up, in
the hope that new settlers would arrive
whose desire for land would be as great
as theirs. And we know that many of
those pioneers would have been only too
glad to dispose of their lands, and to let
others carry their burdens. Only within
the last few years has there been any
opportunity to sell their lands; and when
a Government has so many million
acres of Crown lands, and an Agri-
cultural Bank to assist settlers, par-
ticularly those taking up broad acres,
and yet cannmot get sufficient settlers,
it seems to me extremely erroneous
to tax private lands with a view to
bursting up large estates. I remember
that some few years ago the Government
of the day felt the stress of a strong
agitation for a measure similar to that
proposed by the present Government.
Many of the landowners were impressed
by the proposal; and I know of ome
private estate which was cut up and
offered fur sale; and a member of the
then Government, who himself was a
strong advocate of this verv tax to burst
up large estates, bappened to be the
anctioneer on that cccasion. After much
judicious advertising he did his best to
sell the land, and failed, although the
reserve was actually only the cost of
fencing the ground. And the land was
within four miles of one of our most
important farming townships. Four
In fromt
of a body of 550 men who turned up at
the sale, the anctioneer failed to sell one
acre of the land; and I can assure the
House that event had a very powerful
effect upon the anctioneer, who was him.
self a Minister of the Crown. He owned
he was convinced that there was not much
in the cry for a tax on unimproved land
values to make large landholders disgorge;
and soon after that the Premier of the day
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decided on the Lands Purchase Act that |
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interest of the country; that in every

we now have on our statute-book, su | imstance the landowner will + spend 1t

that the Government themselves should
guarantee the purchase of the blocks
rather than force the large Iandholder
into a market where the Government were
themselves competing. Aud I claim that
the same: holds good to-day; that the
Government. are competing against the
very people whom they would like to force
on the market with their lands; are com-
peting by means of the very large areas
the Goverument have at their disposal;
are offering to give the land away on
ridiculously easy ferms, No private person
can attempt to compete with the Grovern-
ment; and in addition to ibat the Gov-
ernment offer the settler financial assist-
ance. I fail toseethatany good will come
of the proposed land values tax, or that
it will be the means of bursting up large
estates. We must bear in mind that
owners of so-called large estates are the
preatest employers of many wage-carners,
includiog men of small means who take
up small blocks from the Government.
Theee men, who without capital take up
small aress, must look to someone vear at
bhand for employment—to someone who
can pay them wages. And it seems to
me that by taxing the employer of such
labour we shall be taking out of his
pocket the money which he is in almost
every case only too pleased to spend in
employing the labour of Crown land
farmers, in preference to bringing other
mon from the towns. Mareavar, per-
sonally I think that all the landowners
claim that they do not put by any money ;
that every peony they can lay their hands
on goes back into the soil, and usually in
the form of wages, but always by way of
building up the resources of the country.
Their management is characterised by the
greatest thrift. And T cluim that the
large landholder who has had some ex-
perience of the conditions governing the
cost of farming and of the class of work
to be doue, invariably knows much better
than the newcomer the best means of
spending money. I claim that by ex-
tracting from the large landowner so
much money by way of tax to increase
the State revenue, we shall take away
from him the cash which he would other-
wise spend much more judiciously than
the Governgent of the day or any other
Government is likely to spend it in the

much more judiciously in building up the
country than the Government are likely
to spend it in salaries, or in squandering
it, us I fear much money is squandered.
The sums apent by the settlers of whom
I speak are individually small, but are
large in the agpregate. With regard to
the areas on which the Government
suggest the imposition of more stringeni
conditions of improvewment, I indorse
the remarks of previous speakers that
the improvement conditions are severs
enough, provided they are enforced in
their entirety, with reasonable care. I
can but believe that if the people taking
up those areas carried out their part of
the contract, the Government and the
country would have little to complain of.
Moreover, I believe tbat wuoch of the
unimproved land we see is not part of
large estates, but belongs to new settlers
who have not the means of providing
the heavy expenditure immnediately neces-
sary tu carry out the counditions of
improvement which they have undertaken
to observe. Ag to providing special
settlement areas, I much regret that the
Government have not pursued the policy
of a Minister in office some years
ago — the policy suggested by Mr.
Hopkins. I still hold the opinion that
rather than get selectors to clear the
areas, we should for that purpose utilise
prison labour. It seems to me that we
are carrying prigoners on our. shoulders,
many of whom are absolutely worthless
persons who decline to do anything for
the-welfare of the State ; and it seems to
me that land-clearing would be an open-air
life which would make prison labourers
of very good service to the ecountry.
(Mrnisrer: Who is to look after them ]
Who looked after them in the early days P
I fail to see that we cannot do at the
present time what was done then. In
many instances it would be found under
this system that instead of having the
number of prisoners you bave now, there
would probably be an increase, for those
men would like the outdoor life. At the
same time I feel that it would pay the
country from the fact that at present we
are expending something like £32,000 per
anpum in the upkeep of prisoms. We
have a daily average of 775 inmates in
our prisons, from whom we get but a
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small amount of work in the form of
industries in prison workshops; and I
am not sure that this amount is actually
received by the State, for I think it is
given to the prisoners on the expiration
of their term us being their share of
wages earned in the workshops. The
country is taxed to a serious extent per
head for the upkeep of prisons, and I
cannot see why the amount should not
be expended in clearing land and making
it of some value to the State, by enabling
the Government to sell it at an increased
price, which would more than cover the
expense of keeping these wen in prison,
With regard to the water supply for the
metropolitan district, I agree with re-
marks that have been made on the point.
It eeems to me unreasonable that
we have goue on so long allowing a great
quantity of water to run to waste from
the Mundaring Weir, instead of utilis-
ing it as might be done. Pipes are
laad from the Weir as far as Midland
Junction, and it is unreasonable not to
carry the water some 12 miles farther to
supplement the supply in Perth. I do
not say the surplus water from Mundar-
ing should be used to supersede or be in
lieu of the Canning scheme for increasing
the water supply to Perth; but we know
there has been a great scarcity of water
in Perth during the last few years, and
I sce no reason why the Canning scheme
of supply should not be started as it
were at the Perth end, and ultimately
complete the reticulation, and by that
time probably Perth would require a
much larger water supply thap can be
obtained from the Canning scheme. By
utilising the Mundaring overflow water
to supply Perth, the pipes laid for the
pur[l)ose could be of such large size as
would meet the expected requirements
some ten years hence; and in the future,
ag times went on, the Canning scheme
could be carried out. By the time that
Perth required a much larger supply of
water the suburbs between Perth and
Midland Junction could perbaps utilise
the Mundaring overflow supply through
the pipes which bad been laid to Perth.
I bave also wondered on several occasions
why the Government continue to pay
enormous sume for carrying water along
the Government railways, when it would
be much cheaper to lay a line of pipes for
carrying the Mundaring water to places
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like York and Beverley, for supplying
the railway and other purposes. Water
is pow carried there by trucks at great
expense, instead of running it through

-pipes, which would be a more reasonable

system and cost less. That method of
supplying water to railways slong that
line must be very expensive to the Gos-
ernmeunt. One instance of the way money
is ezpended is that a man is kept in
charge of an abandoned water supply at
an expense of £2 a week, and he is doing
absclutely nothing. THe was removed
from one spot to another a few miles
away, which bad been abandoned for
three years, and he is still drawing his
£2 a week and doing nothing.
Tur HonorarRY MINISTER :
he suppased to look after P
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: For some
time past he was supposed to look after o
catchment area that was resumed from
Mr. Andrew Dempster's property near
Spencer’s Brook, and I understand the
man was removed from one place and
put in charge of the abandoned water
supply at the Burlong Pool. It would
be better in the interests of the conntry
that this man should receive a pension,
and that it should be called a pension,
rather than he should be paid in this way
for doing nothing. With regard to
several of the Bills mentioned in the
Governor’s Speech, I notice one is for
amending the Constitution Act. There
have been several hints as to what direc-
tion this amendment is likely to take.
With rvegard to the lowering of the
franchise for the Upper House, I need
bardly again express my convietion, and
we know what the general opinion of
members is, so that I need not speak on
this matter till the Bill comes before us.
I notice one Act that T had hoped to see
mentioned in the Speech, and that ig the
Bush Fires Act, which greatly needs
amendment. A great number of bush
fires have occurred lately, and some of
them have done serious damage in agri-
cultural districts. Some alteration should
be made in the Act, to make it more
workable in the interests of settlers;
because, for instance, there is at present
a great difficulty in arriving at the
reasponsibility attaching to persons who
start a fire, The owners of land in many
instances may let a contract for clearing
or doing other work, and then feel that

What is
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their liability in regard to fires has
ocased. It would be well fur this matier
to be discussed in Parliament, so that
provision may be made to meet such cases
ag that of a man who perhaps wishes to clear
10 acres, and simply ignores hig neighbour
when setting fire to the serub. The neigh-
bour may in such case have invested a
large sum of money in the purchase of
stock so as to make the best use of some
superfluous feed he has avaiable, which
feed may be burnt off by the operations
of the other man who is clearing. Under
the Act us it is, the man having the feed
is at the mercy of the man alongside him
whe wishes to burn off, and in many
instances great suffering and almost ruin
bave been caused to settlers. I have

mentioned before in this House with |

regard to the Bush Fires Act that at
preeent if a person wishes to burn sand-
plain country he has abaolutely to break
the Act und so become liable under it.
It is well known to pastoralists and
others that there are many areas in
which sandplain can be burned off only
during the hottest period of the year,
January and February; because later in
the season the atmosphere alters con-
siderably on sandplain areas, and it is
only in extremely hot weather that a
good burn can be got on sandplain
country. Still the owner of an area of
that kind, although he may be miles
away from any chance of damaging a
neighbour, 18 pot allowed to burn off in
January or Febrnary aceording to the
Act. The Act does not allow him to
burn off even if he be 50 miles from any
other settler. T hope we shall be able to
do something in that direction during
the present session. I regret to notice
the remarks of Mr. Patrick as regards
parasites and the Agricultural Depart-
ment, though I congratulate him on
almost everything else in his speech. I
feel that we are in good company if we
are really on the wrong track in the
introduction of these parasites. We
have before us good evidence from the
Agricultural Department that the para-
sites have been doing good work in many
fruif-growing areas, and ench evidence
comes not only from this State, but from
California and other parts. Tt has been
freely admitted by many fruit-growers
that the parasites have been the means of
saving them many poundsin expense and
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much vecessary labour in trying to get
rid of pests; so I sincerely hope that Mr.
Patrick may find on closer acquainfance
with the subject that the parasites are
not going to be such a costly ezperiment
to this country as he suggests, nor that
the department is going on wrong lines.
I should only be doing right by saying
what [ can towards congratulating the
department on what it bas been able to
do in this direction; and I hope these
efforts will continue and be found to be
a great bemefit to fruit-growers in this
State, who have many difficulties in
regard to pests that are now a scourge or
likely to become a scourge unless we bave
some remedy of this kind., I hope, in
the words of the last paragraph of the
Speech, that~we shull be able to materi-
ally advance the well-being of this State
during the present session.

On mofion by the Hon. B D.
McKEenzig, debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9'15 o'clock,
until the next day.



